" —— _ 
—— I nn — 
- 


1 


H TE. - 1 


OF THE 


L 1 F E 


© 7 6 _ G reat. 


FROM THE 


| Time of his being made Regent of 


| And ſold by W. Ow & x, at Homer's Head, near 


SACHETAY till his Death. 


Originally written in ARA BIC 


By ALHACEN, a learned ARABTAN. 


Tranſlated, abridged and methodized, from the French 


of JS AN pu Bec, Abbot of Mortemer. 


With PoLITICAL NorTEs. 


—_— 


LON DO N: 
Printed by W. STRAHAN; 


Jemple-Bar. MDCCL. 


242 ͤ N K —— — B ů — ͤ— . 


— p ]7— 


* © % 
: 4d n P ˙. OO IR N 8 A , n 
1 r 2 ©, * = C LES. © > bs RY » 8483 OOTY." vids * x © Ss. 74 2 2 < * 
© 12 5 ER, . & * 2 . n * = $25 F Sg ED 3 
? 4 * 22 4 21 þ % g SU 5 RT” — * 7 8 $ * 
SS he. * vi 3 = IE N L * SS 5% * 8 % f > n —— = N — 
- + 2 E 1 5 * _— - 2 - ö . — 
. 8 3 8 1 n 4 
e 4 


I. 


TO HIS 


ROYAL HIGHNESS 


Prince GEORGE. 


S 1 R, 


8 the patronage of great 
princes hath been earneſtly 


fought by writers of all coun- 


tries and all ages, it is very na- 


tural for an Engli ſeman to aſpire 


to the protection of a prince nurſed 
in the arms of liberty; a prince 
whoſe royal parents have, in his 
education, thenoble view of making 


him worthy to govern a free peo- 
| ple; and whoſe growing virtues 


perfectly 


— 


r 


r DEDICATION. 
perfectly anſwer their truly royal 
deſign. 


— — — 


Permit me therefore, Sir, to 
lay at your Highneſs's feet, The 


hiſtory of the life of the Great 
TamERLANE, whoſe candour and 
greatneſs of ſoul ſurpaſſed his mi- 


litary exploits, tho* his arms were 


always victorious. That your High- 


neſs may tranſcend him in all his 
virtues, is, with great ſincerity, the 


prayer of, | WA ky 


STR, 
Your Royal Highneſs's 
moſt obedient 


and moſt humble Servant, 


| LYONELI. Va NE. 


PREFACE. 


Ons* de Mortemer ſays, in his pre- 
face, That the hiſtory of the life 


of Tamerlane, wrote by Albacen, a learn- 


ed Arabian, is highly valued in the Eaſt : 
That this great and worthy perſon was one 
of Tamerlane's favourites, attended him in 
all his wars, and wrote this hiſtory by his 
maſter's command: That during the Ab- 


bot's travels in the Levant, this author fell 


into his hands, which he got tranſlated into 
the Lingua Franca by an Arabian. As 
the tranſlator imagined ſome errors might, 


by 


i The PRE F AC E. 
by that means, have crept into Mr. de 
Mortemer's tranſlation, printed at Bruſſels 
in 1600, he thought the beſt way to make 
an Engliſh dreſs fit eaſy 'on Tamerlane, 
was to abridge and methodize the French; 
to which he hath added a few notes. How 


far ſucceſs anſwers the attempt, is ſubmit- 
ed to the reader. 
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H E 


KIS TOR 


Of the LIFE of 


TAMERLANE the GREAT. 


S HAP. I. 


The origin of Tamerlane, his charafer, war 
with the Muſcovites, and marriage with the 
daughter of the great cham of Tartary. 


AmMERLANE deſcended from the royal 
houſe of the Tartar emperors, and ſuc- 
ceeded his father Og, in the kingdom of Sa- 
chetay, which is the celebrated Parthia of the 
ancients ; and hath for its capital the city of 
Samarcand, ſituated on the river Jarl. Some 
hiſtorians pretend, that Tamerlane was the 
ſon of a ſhepherd, but they muſt have been 
ignorant that the principal revenues of the 
princes and grandees in this country, conſiſt 
in cattle, that the Parthians deſpiſe gold and 


ſilver, but ſet a high value on their flocks 
and herds, and are for theſe reaſons called 
9 | ſhepherds; which gave birth to this miſtake. 


B Ag 


JVC 


As ſoon as the father of Tamerlane thought 
his ſon capable of ruling with prudence and 
Juſtice, he made him regent of the king- 
dom, and preſented to this prince two able 
and worthy men, to aſſiſt him in governing 
the ſtate, and then retired from a publick 
life, to ſerve God, and finiſh the remainder 
ol his days in peace. Odmar and Haly, thoſe 
worthy counſellors, Tamerlane honoured dur- 
ing their lives, with eſteem and praiſe; and 
after he loſt Haly in a battle with the Muſco- 
vites, paid a great reſpect to his memory, 
and conſtantly wore the rings of theſe ſer- 
vants, to preſerve in his mind, the wiſe pre- 
cepts they taught him for the good govern- 
ment of his kingdom *. This manner of 
acting is of great importance to princes who 


* Burnet, in the hiſtory of his own times, ſays 
of Charles the ſecond, that he had been obliged.to 
ſo many who had been faithful to him and careful 
of him, that he ſeemed afterwards to make an equal 
return to them all; and finding it not e.ſy to re- 


ward them ell as they deſerved, he forgot them all 


zlike. Moſt princes ſeem to have this pretty deep 
in them, and to think they ought never to remem- 
ber paſt ſervices, but that their acceptance of them 
is a full reward. He, of all in our age, exerted 
this piece of prerogative in the ampleſt manner; 
tor he never ſeemed to charge his memory, or trou- 
ble his thoughts with the ſenſe of any ſervices that 
had been done him. Ro 
deſire 
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TAMERLANE the GREAT. 3 


deſire to be well ſerved; for there is not any 
thing that flatters the pride of mankind ſo 
agreeably, as this ſort of acknowledgement. 
As on the contrary, when princes think no 


longer of their ſervants or their ſervices, than 


whilſt they are capable of being of uſe to 
their maſters, people's affections cool, and 
they ſerve * indifference. 

Tamerlane was well inſtructed in the learn- 
ing of the Arabians, and moſt commonly at 
his ſtudies, when thought at his baths. In 
his countenance there was ſo much majeſty 
it was difficult to ſupport his looks, for 
which reaſon, this prince would generally 
with a decent modeſty, turn his eyes from 
the perſon with whom he diſcourſed. The 
features of his face were finely formed, he 
had ſcarce any beard, went bareheaded, and 
wore his hair long and curled ; which was 
of a dark brown, and the fineſt the eye 
could behold. As it is the cuſtom of theſe 
people to ſhave their heads, and keep them 
always covered, this novelty inſpired his ſol- 
diers with a great veneration for him; moſt 
of them believing, that in his hair, there 
was ſome extraordinary virtue. His ſtature 
was of the middle ſize, a little too ſtrait be- 
twixt the ſhoulders ; his legs perfectly well 

B 2 . made, 
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made *, and nobody ſurpaſſed him in force, 
which on high feſtivals he frequently tried 
with the moſt robuſt; he was alſo martial 
and covetous of glory. 


The firſt war he undertook, was againſt 
the Muſcovites, who pillaged a town that put 


* Ipſe dies agitat feftos : fuſi uſque per herbam 


Ignis ubi in medio & ſocii cratera coronant, 
Te libans, Lenge, vocat : pecor iſque magiftris 
Felocis Facu'r certamina ponit in u mo, 
Corporaque agreſti nudat prædura palaſtra. 
Hlauc olim veteres vitam coluere Sabin, 
Hanc Remus & frater : fic fortis Etruria crevit, 
Scruicet & rerum fatta eft pul:herrima Roma. 
ViRG. GEORG. v. 527. 


« To rural powers a juſt oblation pays; 

And on the green his careleſs limbs diſplays. 

Ihe hearth is in the midit, the herdſmen round 

« The chearful fire, provoke his health in goblets 
crown'd. 

« He calls on Bacchus and propounds the prize, ! 


« Himſelf in ruſtic pomp on holy days, 


« "The groom his fellow groom at buts defies, 
* And bends his bow, and levels with his eyes. 
Or, ſtript for wreſtling, ſmears his limbs with oil, 
„And watches with a trip his foe to foil. 
„ Such was the life the frugal Sabines led; 
C So Remus and his brother god were hens: 
&« From whom th' auſtere Etrurian virtue roſe ; 
And this rude life our homely fathers choſe : 
« Old Rome from ſuch a race derived her birth, 
The ſeat of empire and the conquered earth. 

| DRYDEN. 
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TAMERLANE the GREAT. 5 
itſelf under his protection, and afterwards 
entered into his country; upon which Tamer- 
lane declared war againſt them, and gave the 
czar battle, near a river called Maſpha. The 
ground was diſadvantageous to the Parthians, 
for the Muſcovites poſted on a hill fix thou- 
ſand of their beſt infantry, to attack us in 
flank, as we approached their army; which 
the prince perceiving, commanded Healy ge- 
neral of the foot, to attack this poſt with 
twenty thoufand men; and the Muſcovites 
making a motion as if they intended to fuc- 
cour their foot upon the hill, Tamerlane paſ- 
ſed the river, which gave occaſton to the 


battle. 


The forces of the Ruſſians were veteran 
troops, inured to fatigues by continual wars 
with their neighbours, and conſiſted of four- 
ſcore thouſand horſe, and one hundred thou- 
ſand foot. Our army amounted to one hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand horfe, and one 


hundred and thirty thouſand foot, but not 


ſo well diſciplined as the Muſcovites, the 


I kingdom of Sachetay having for many years 
4 | <0) joyed peace. | 


Our vanguard was led by Odmar, the main 


I 4 battle by Tamerlane, and the prince of Ta- 
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nais, fon of a ſiſter of Tamerlane's, command- 
ed the rear guard. The Muſcovite vanguard 
was led by the emperor's ſon, who was ſtiled 
the prince of Rufſia ; the main battle by the 
czar ; and their infantry poſted betwixt the 
main battle and rear guard. 


Our army having paſſed the river, T amer- 
lane harangued his officers and ſoldiers in the 
following manner. Fellow ſoldiers, it is 
<& not for riches or to enlarge my dominions, 
that we fight to-day, but to renew with 
« luſtre the ancient fame of Partbia; ſhe 
<& that formerly ſet bounds to the Roman 
name and glory; for Rome, tho' miſtreſs of 
c the reſt of the world, could never fix her 
<« ſtandards there; confiding in your fidelity, 
<« and that you will not yield in virtue to your 
<« anceſtors, I have ordered you to paſs 
« the river; and here we muſt reſolve to 
« die, or return with laurels on our brows.“ 
Whilſt theſe things paſſed, the Parthians 
commanded by Haly, gained the hill, after a a 
long and doubtful combat; and the Muſco- 
vites moved towards us in order of battle, 
which Tamerlane obſerving, commanded Od- 
mar to advance, who anſwered, it was more 
"prudent to wait for the enemy where we 
were poſted, which bridled the raſhneſs of 

| | this 


TAMERLANE the GREAT. 7 
this young prince. Odmar an old experienced 
general, having the wind and ſun at his back, 
Was for preſerving this advantage, which 
greatly contributed to the victory; for when 
the Muſcovites attacked us, ſo great a duſt 
was raiſed by the horſes, they could not ſee 
where their troops prevailed, or where it 
was neceſſary to ſend ſuccours. 


The czar begun the engagement by attack- 
ing Odmar with great impetuoſity, who ſup- 
ported himſelf for ſome time againſt this 

tempeſt, but at laſt was obliged to give way, 
with a conſiderable loſs. Holy was killed 
by an arrow, as he was marching to attack 
the Nuſſian infantry ; and his troops ſecing 
their general dead, fled without coming to 
> blows with the enemy. The Myuſcovite van- 
guard attacked our main battle, command- 
ed by the prince, and pierced it quite thro', 
which obliged Tamerlane to fight, retreating 
after the manner of the Parthians, till he 
was joined by the prince of Toners, and aſ- 
ſiſted by Odmar, who had rallied his broken 
_ = cavalry and attacked the Ryfians in flank, 
which greatly abated their fury. After this 
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= zunction, the enemy made a gallant effort, 
$-- | but numbers and conduct prevailed over the 
f = | bravery or the Muſcovites, and victory begun 
8 | B 1 to 
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to declare in favour of the Parthians, which 
they purſued with great ardour. Our loſs 
amounted to twelve thouſand men, and that 


of the Muſcovites, near forty thouſand by 
computation. 


Tamerlane returned thanks to God on the 
field of battle for the victory, and having 
interred his own, and the dead of the ene- 


my, praiſed the valour of his ſoldiers, and 


gave them all the honour that was due to 
their bravery. The loſs of Haly was greatly 
lamented by his maſter, who ordered his bo- 
dy to be placed in his own tent, till he re- 
turned to Samarcand, at which place he gave 
him an honourable ſepulture. I cannot omit 
obſerving that when Tamerlane ſaw ſo many 
thouſand men dead on the field of battle, he 
turned to one of his favourites, and deplored 
the condition of thoſe who command armies, 
praiſed his father for leading a peaceful life, 
and acknowledged the miſery of mankind, who 
build their glory on the deſtruction of their 
fellow creatures *, I muſt likewiſe inform 


the 


* There is not any thing in which princes ought 
to be more careful, than in chuſing their favourites; 
for before the good or bad inclinations of princes 
are publickly known, mankind form a judgment of 

| h them, 
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TAMERLANE the GREZAr. 9 
the reader, that the favourites of Tamerlane 
were not the minions of his pleaſures z; but 
men of known probity, and capable of afliſt- 
ing him in well governing the ſtate, or 
commanding his armies. Such was the 
chriſtian Aralla, who for his rare merit, was 
as much eſteemed by the ſubjects of the prince 
as beloved by his maſter. 


The prince repoſed his troops a few days 
aiter his victory, and then marched to the 
confines of Muſcovy, which obliged the czar 


them, from the characters of thoſe that are moſt in 
their favour, and are ſeldom miſtaken. Macenas and 
Agrippa were the favourites of Auguſtus, and Tigeli- 
nus the confident of Nero. 

The Eugliſb began to have a diſadvantageous 
idea of their new king (Edward II.) and at the ſame 
time, to think of means to curb the impetuous car- 
reer of a prince, who gave ſo juſt occaſion of 


fear. Not content with having begun his reign, 
with the breach of his oath to the king his father, 


in recalling a favourite deſpiſed by all the world, 
he had loaded him with benefits, and immediately 
after his return, preſented him with the Ifle of 
Man. Rapin's Hiſt. of Engl. tranſl. by Tindal. 

As ſoon as he (Richard II.) was out of his child- 
hood, he was obſerved to chuſe favourites, whoſe 
inclinations ſuited his own, br at leaſt who knew 


how to make as if they approved of whatever he 
did. Rapin tranſl, by Tindal. 


to 
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to paſs the river Nifort, and ſend ambaſſa- 
dors to treat of peace with the conqueror. 


The ambaſſadors being arrived at our 
camp, the prince received them with great 
civility, enquired after the czar's health, and 
demanded what buſineſs brought them there; 
to which the Ruſſians anſwered, they came by 
theirprince's order to treat of peace, and beg'd 


he would uſe his victory as the gift of for- 


tune, who was capable of changing. Ta- 
merlane told them, he had armed to defend 
his ſubjects and allies, gained the victory by 
the juſtice of his cauſe, and gave all the glo- 
ry of it to the God of battles ; that his heart 


was not in the leaſt elated with his ſucceſs, 
the Parthians having this maxim from their 
anceſtors, not to be dejected in adverſity or 


blinded with proſperity ; that he was equita- 
ble tho? victorious, and if they promiſed not 
to moleſt his allies, would grant them peace 


on the following conditions: That they ſhould 


pay a yearly tribute of one hundred thou- 


* Tho' his proweſs (Edward III.) was acknow- 
ledged and admired by all the world, he was never 


puffed up on that ſcore ; never did he ſhew greater 


figns of humility, than .in the courſe of his vic- 


tories, which he conſtantly aſcribed to the ſole 
protection of heaven. Rapin's Hiſt. of Eng. tranſl. 


by Tindal. 
ſand 
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TAMERLANE the GREAT. 17 
ſand ducats, reimburſe his expences, reſtore 


þ all the priſoners, and give hoſtages for per- 
1 formance of the articles. The ambaſſadors 
3 accepted theſe conditions. 

9 Tamerlane having finiſhed this war to his 
4 ſatisfaction, returned with glory to Samar- 
1 cand, where his father received him with 


1 great tenderneſs, but ſhewed no marks of joy 
K at the proſperity of the prince, his thoughts 
being wholly employed on another life. 


1 The great cham of Tartary, brother of his 
father, hearing of his fame and virtue, offer- 


ed him his daughter in marriage, and that 
he ſhould be acknowledged heir to his em- 
pire throughout all his dominions, being old 
and having no hopes of any more children. 
Upon this obliging offer, 2. amerlane went to 
Quinſay, the emperor's reſidence; where he 
was received with the utmoſt magnificence, and 
N greatly admired for his dexterity in ſhooting 
aat the mark with the bow, changing horſes 
in the middle of their courſe, darting the 
Javelin, and running at the ring. 
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Six days after his arrival he was crowned 
with univerſal applaulc; for Tamerlane re- 
ſolved to have this ceremony performed be- 


fore 


* 


F 
A 
A, 


12 The L I F E of 

fore his marriage, that the world might not 
imagine this rich inheritance came with his 
wife, but by right of ſucceſſion, as the 
daughters never ſucceed to the crown amongſt 
the Tartars, Immediately after his corona- 
tion, he married the daughter of the empe- 
ror, ſtaid with his uncle two months, and 
then returned with his princeſs to Samarcand ; 
which city pleaſed him above all others by 
the beauty of its ſituation, and convenien- 
cy of a fine navigable river that- runs thro? 
the town, and brings a conſiderable trade. 


Whilſt he kept his court here, the czar 


ſent ambaſſadors with compliments and 


preſents of fine horſes and excellent furs, to 


the great ſatisfaction of Tamerlane, who had 
heard the Muſcovite was arming, which 


proved true, but it was againſt the Poles and 
their allies. 


Immediately after the departure of theſe 


ambaſſadors, others arrived from the king 
of Poland to deſire his aſſiſtance, which Ta- 
merlane abſolutely refuſed. Several grandees 
of the court endeavoured to perſuade the 
prince to aſſiſt the Poles, ſaying it was a 


maxim to prevent the Muſcovite from ag- 


grandiſing himſelf, at the expence of Poland; 
pd 
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TAMERLANE the GREAT. 13 
as by this means, the czar would become for- 
midable to the Parthians; that before he in- 
creaſed his power, was the time to humble 
him, for afterwards they might find it too 
late. To this the prince anſwered, he had 
beat the Mu ſcovites with the forces of Parthia, 
which was only a province of Tartary; and 


at preſent being maſter of the whole empire, 


had very little reaſon to fear their power; 
that the peace lately concluded betwixt the 
two nations, was known to all the neighbour- 


ing potentates, and the rupture of it ſhould 


never be imputed to him, tho' it might be 
ſeemingly advantageous to his ſubjects, for 
God never fails of puniſhing thoſe, who un- 
juſtly make war againſt their neighbours. Se- 
veral great men of the council ſupported 
their opinions by remonſtrating the ancient 
enmity betwixt the Parthians and Mvſcovites, 
and their difference in religion ; and like pru- 


dent old counſellors, were for adhering to 


certain known rules, which are laid down as 
neceſſary to maintain kingdoms and repub- 
lics in ſplendour. On the contrary, Odmar, 
who was acquainted with the prince's real de- 
figns, ſupported his reaſons, and praiſed his 
magnanimity, in ſtrictly obſerving the rules 
of equity and juſtice ; for Odmar was the on- 


ly perſon preſent when the great cham adviſ- 


ed 


| 
| 
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ed the prince to make war agaiaſt the king 
of China, as a thing abſolutely neceſſary, and 
offered to aſſiſt him with all his forces. Ta- 
merlane was preparing for that war at this 


time, otherwiſe I believe, he would not have 
neglected the prudent counſel propoſed to 


him; as he conſtantly followed the dictates 


of reaſon in all his affairs, which ſingly made 


him more praiſe-worthy than the reſt of his 
virtues united together, and gained him the 
love and eſteem of mankind. 


CHAP. I. 
The rebellion of Calix, his defeat and death, 


AMERLANE was Convinced that in times 

of peace it is difficult to contain a brave 
people within the bounds of their duty, whoſe 
ſole employment is war; therefore undertook 
this expedition againſt the king of China, with 
great ſatisfaftion *, However, before any 
hoſti- 


E qSince politicians came ſo much in faſhion, this 

ancient rule hath in a great meaſure been laid aſide 

to make room for injuſtice, fraud and violence; 
on which the ſtateſman's art ſeems to depend. 

| There are crimes which become innocent and 

even glorious, thro' their ſplendour, number __ 

excels ; 


eee 
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hoſtilities were committed, he ſent ambaſſa- 
dors to demand of this prince, reſtitution 
of the provinces belonging to Tartary, and 
the paſſes of a river called Tachii, which 
were encloſed within the walls that ſeparate 
China from the territories of the great cham ; 
and whilſt he waited for the return of the 
ambaſſadors, ordered the imperial troops, 
which conſiſted of two hundred thouſand 
fighting men, to aſſemble in the deſarts of 
Egrimul, and the Parthians at Hirdas de Baſ- 
chir. The ambaſſadors being returned, gave 
an account to the prince of their negotiation 
with this king of the world, as he ſtiled him- 
ſelf ; who made them this proud anſwer to 
their demand: That he was ſurpriſed at their 
meſlage, for Tamerlane ought to be ſatisfied 
with what he had left him, and which was 
in his power to take whenever he pleaſed, for 
his forces were different from thoſe over 
whom their maſter had lately gained a vic- 


_ tory, which he publiſhed with pomp, to 


frighten his neighbours. Upon this anſwer, 


the prince went to his army, gave orders to 


haſten the proviſions from all parts, com- 


exceſs: hence it it is, that publick theft is called 
addreſs, and to ſeize on provinces unjuſtly, to make 
conqueſts, R. maxims, tran}. from the Fr. 


2 manded 
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manded the auxiliaries to advance, ſent 4 
courier to the emperor to acquaint him with 
the anſwer he had received, and publiſhed 
the inſolence of the king of China, to ſatisfy 
the world of the juſtice of his cauſe. 


Tamerlane, before his departure, viſited the 
tomb of his ſervant Haly, and prayed three 
days for his ſoul according to the law; and 
this duty performed, took leave of his father, 
who prophetically foretold him, he ſhould 
ſee him no more, and the good old prince 
having prayed for the proſperity of his ſon, 
and kiſſed him ſeveral times, took the impe- 
rial ring from his finger and preſented it to 
him, without demanding on what enterpriſe 
he was going. In the laſt place, he provided 
for the peace and quiet of his kingdom dur- 
ing his abſence, by leaving it under the 
care of Samay, who had been governor to the 
prince in his infancy, and was a man of great 


experience in ſtate affairs. 


Tamerlane having ſettled every thing to his 


_ ſatisfaction, departed from Samarcand with 


the princeſs his wite, and went directly to the 


Parthian army, which conſiſted of fifty thou- 


ſand horſe, and one hundred thouſand foot. 
He was obliged to ſtay at Cachobach almoſt a 
. month, 
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month, on account of an indiſpoſition, which 

was occaſioned by the change of air, as the phy- 
ſicians declared; but as the news of his ſick- 
neſs was ſpread every where, Tamerlane took 
care to inform the great cham from time to 
time of his health, leſt any diſturbance 
ſhould happen on account of his late promo- 
tion to the empire; for he ſuſpected a great 
lord, named Calix, of ſome ill deſigns againſt 
the ſtate. Some people were of opinion the 
reaſon of his ſtay at this place, was the ad- 
vice he received, a rebellion would break 
out as ſoon as he paſſed the mountains of 
Paſamfu, and that he ordered the troops of 


the great cham, to advance towards theſe 
mountains, in hopes the malecontents would 
A declare themſelves openly, which had the 


© defired effect. 


Cali having advice of the prince's ſick- 
Ineſs and mack of the whole army, as he 
W:mogines, thought it a good opportunity 


3 o throw off the maſk; therefore on this ac- 
count aſſembled the chiefs of his party, and 
told them, that ſince the great cham had 
peen ſo baſe as to declare the Parthian heir 
pf the empire, without conſulting thoſe 


ho had the greateſt intereſt in this election, 


tair opportunity now offered to do them- 
C ſelves 


$3 --:- -:The;: LIFE. 

ſelyes juſtice, and ſecure their „ for 
Tamerlane was on the frontiers: of China, and 
dangerouſſy ſick, and the beſt part of the em- 
peror's forces at a great diſtance, and conſe- 
quently nothing to be feared, either from the 
Tartars or Parthians; that for his part, he 
had ſent ambaſſadors to the king of China to 
acquaint that prince with his deſigns, and de- 
mand his alliance, and propoſed immediate- 
ly to aſſemble his forces, and march into the 
province of Catay, where he was certain the 
people would take up arms in his fayour. 


| 
. 
5 
N 
: 
| 


Nothing could be greater or better framed, 
than this ſcheme of Calix; for he had with 
great ſecrecy endeavoured to gain the people 
to his intereſt, ſolicited foreign princes to aſ- 1 
ſiſt him, and prepared every thing neceſſarß 
for his revolt. However, tho' this affair 
was managed with ſo much art, it came to 
the knowledge of 7. amerlane, who deſſ ſpiſed or | ; 
rather ſeemed to deſpiſe this advice; for I am © 
very certain, he was not ſo ſick at Cachobach, 8 
as he pretended to be, but was then taking 5 
proper meaſures againſt the intended rebellion 
of Calix, and prudently diſſembled, till he 
had a perfect knowledge of his deſigns, 
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A8 oon as whe prince was aflured Calix had 
fet up the ſtandard of rebellion, he advanced 
two days march, to come up with Calibes, 
who was encamped at Bouprou ; and upon his 


arrival, fummoned the general officers to a 


council of war, and ſpoke to them in the 
following manner: © As a rebellion is broke 


out in the heart of our country, I believe, 


« you will adviſe me to lay aſide the enter- 


prize againſt the king of China, and chaſciſe 


« Calix, for diſobeying his prince; but it is 
« my opinion, this manner of acting would 
ebe highly imprudent, as it is certain Calix 


expects to be ſupported by that prince, 
* which makes it abſolutely neceſſary, to pre- 
vent the Chineſe from entering the empire, 
** whilſt T am employed in forcing this rebel 

eto return to his duty. Therefore the ar- 
'* my to ſecure our frontiers ſhall conſiſt of 


«forty thouſand Scythian, and twenty five 
« thouſand Parthian horſe, and one hundred 
« thouſand foot, under the command of Ca- 


l /ibes. With the reſt of the forces, I will 


move towards the rebels, order Samay to 


join me with fifty thouſand: men, and ac- 


2 « quaint the emperor with this reſolution.” 
Some of the generals were of a different opi- 


N nion, and ſaid it was too bold an undertaking 
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to make head againſt the king of China, 


whilſt there was ſo dangerous an ulcer in the 
bowels of the empire, and they ought ſolely 


to think of providing for the ſafety of their 
country * ; but theſe were not of the prince's 
ſecret council, for he had a long time ſuſpec- 


ted the deſigns of Calix, and provided a great 


army in Sachetay, which was ready to join 
him on the firſt notice. Nor did they per- 
ceive that Tamerlane, tho* he pretended other- 


wiſe, was very glad to enter armed into his 


new empire, in a manner, that would ap- 
pear juſt in the ſight of the emperor ; for by 


this means, he ſhould fix himſelf firmly on 


 * Tamerlane's addreſs is greatly to be admired for 
being prepared againſt this rebellion, and obliging 
the rebels to declare themſelves, without giving the- 
great cham any jealouſy, or the people any reaſon 
to imagine he intended to oppreſs them. 

The earls of Northumberland and W:/tmoreland, 
both very powerful in the north, had held together 
ſeveral conferences, of which queen Elizabeth h d 
notice, and which cauſed her to order them to re- 
Pair to court. They made ſome dilatory excuſes, 
but the queen ſent them a more expreſs order, to 
put them under a neceſſity of relinquiſhing their 
enterprize, or engaging in an open rebellion, be- 
fore they had taken proper meaſures. This ſecond 


order produced the effect ſhe expected. The two 
earls knowing themſelves guilty, and not daring to 
truſt to the queen's mercy, took arms, and drew 
{ome forces together. Rapin Hit. of Eng. tran. by 


the ; 


| Tindal. n 
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the throne, gain the love of the ſoldiery, and 
by puniſhing Calix with ſeverity, make him 


an example to others who might have the 


| fame views. 


Tamerlane after ſome days march, on his 
return, had advice the great cham was fallen 
ſick, and the whole empire would be in rebel- 
lion, if he did not prevent it by his preſence ; 
upon which he left his infantry to follow him 


with the utmoſt expedition, and made forced 
marches with the horſe. | 


Calix with one hundred thouſand men, 
marched to Cambalu, the capital of the pro- 


vince of Catay ; and was received by the in- 


habitants with open arms. Here he ſent de- 


| 4 puties from the city and army, to aſſure the 


emperor, they had only taken arms to deliver 


© themſelves from the yoke of the prince of 


Sachetay, and deſire he would receive Calix 


' as his heir and ſucceſſor, and not let the Tar- 
tar grandeur be buried under the narrow li- 
$ mits of Parthia, 


5 The addi Wäcler of the rebels, was 
employed in receiving preſents from the 
3 neighbouring provinces, when the dreadful 
f Ind unexpected news arrived at Cambalu, of 


C 3 Tamer- 
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Tamerlanè s approach with a well e ? 
army, which made a great alteration in the 
affairs of Caliu; for numbers who followed 
him out of wantonneſs, aſſembled amongſt 
themſelves, formed parties, and as idly 
changed their opinions; others met together 
in troops and ſeparated again, without com- 
ing to any reſolution, and all in general be- 
came afraid of the juſt anger of Tamerlane, 
whom they ſo lately had acknowledged for 
their prince. Whilſt our infantry waited at- 
Calalia, for the troops coming to join us from 
Sachetay, Tamerlane continued his march with 
the horſe, which occaſioned a report at Cam- 

balu, that all our forces were coming againſt 
them, and augmented the terror of the gid- 
dy multitude, who only conſider the preſent 
proſperity of their affairs, and never reflect 
that the events of this world are frequently 
different from the flattering g appearances of 
them at the beginning. 


Cali obſerving the 8 repent, and hay: 
ing advice the great cham did not approve 
of his conduct, retired from the capital of Ca- 
tay to aſſemble his forces together, and put 
his whole fortune on the chance of a battle. 
There went with him from this place, twen- 
1 thouſand of the inhabitants, and the gar- 

| riſon 


n 
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riſon which conſiſted of thirty thouſand men, 


the officers and general that commanded them 
having joined in the revolt. | 


As this rebel did not negle& any thing 
that might contribute to his ſucceſs, he ſol- 
licited the Muſcovite, to attack Sachetay, at 
the ſame time he took up arms; but the 
czar, inſtead of agreeing to his propoſal, ad- 
viſed him to lay aſide his deſign. I have of- 
ten heard Odmar praiſe the Myuſcovite for 
keeping the peace with his maſter at this cri- 
tical juncture; for if the Ruſſians had entered 
at that time into Sachetay, the forces of this 
kingdom could not have come to the prince's 


From this rebellion we may learn, that 
thoſe who hold the helm of the republic, 
ought to have a watchful eye, on the diſ- 
contents of the grandees ; for men in autho- 
rity are eaſily diſſatisfied, and always find 
turbulent ſpirits ready to join them and fo- 
ment their diſcontents; therefore the ſlighteſt 
revolt ought not to be deſpiſed, but cruſhed 
if poſſible in its infancy. 


The emperor ſent the prince full powers, 
and troops came from all parts to join us, 
7 Ds: and 
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and on the other ſide, the army of the rebels 
vas in full vigour, but begun to want proviſi- 
ons, on account of a deſert they had paſſed 
and ſome mountains poſſeſſed by a vaſſal of 
the great cham. This lord promiſed their 
leader to bring proviſions to the army from 
Cambalu ; but as ſoon as he ſaw Calix at a diſ- 
tance, and himſelf out of danger, raiſed his 
vaſſals, and by continually harraſſing the re- 
bels, reduced Calix in a ſhort time to the 1 ne- 
ceſſity of fighting or retreating. 


Tamerlane guarded all the fords of the river 
Brior, by which we had our proviſions, and 
poſted himſelf in a rich and fertile country, 


with the river Oſtan in his front, and a lake 


of ſalt water in the rear. Here he waited 
the coming of the enemy, whoſe forces were 
augmented to fourſcore thouſand horſe, and 
one hundred thouſand foot, and amuſed 
them with ſkirmiſhes, but never came to 
a pitched battle, tho* our army encreaſed 
to one hundred thouſand horſe, and two hun- 
dred thouſand foot; for when a rebellion is 
come to a great height, it ſhould be oppoſed 
by delay, tor the moment rebels begin to 
want money and proviſions, the multitude 
ſee their error and repent. We had ſtaid in 
this camp two months, when want obliged 
| N 
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the rebels to retreat towards Cambalu, and 
Tamerlane immediately after paſſed. the river 
at Chincy, with a deſign of fighting Calix, to 
prevent his taking winter quarters in the capi- 


tal of Catay, which would have put him un- 


der the neceſſity of beſieging the town. The 
prince did not doubt of making himſelf maſ- 
ter of the place, but Toe afraid this great 
and opulent city would be pillaged and inevi- 
tably ruined, if taken by ſtorm, and that the 
old ſoldiers becoming rich by the plunder, 
would no longer follow his enſigns. 


It was reported that. when Calix heard of 
our paſling the river, he ſaid to four or five 
of his friends, the Parthians have paſſed the 


river, and are advancing toward us. If Ta- 


merlane who hath trifled ſo long, will at preſent 
fight, I cannot wiſh a better fortune; for if 


I conquer, Sachetay and the empire of Tartary 


will be mine, and if I am conquered, my 
name will be immortal for making the at- 
tempt, and having by the terror of my arms, 
conſtrained the high courage of Tamerlane, to 
hide itſelf between the rivers Brior and Oſtan. 


Calix was forty years old, and the moſt 


renowned captain of all the generals of the 
- great Cham ; the firſt in rank and dignity in 


his 
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his court, and univerſally allowed to be 4 
perſon worthy of the crown, till his glory _ 
was eclipſed by the reputation of Tamerlane. 
The prince offered to pardon him on condi- 
tion of laying down his arms, which propo- 
ſal he rejected; for having deſigned to rule, 
he would not obey, but preferred a ſhort and 
glorious life, to a tedious old age with ſhame; 
and if we conſider the thing impartially, he 
was not to blame in this point, for the deſire 
of reigning is of ſo delicate a nature, that the 
prince againſt whom ſuch an attempt is made 
never thinks himſelf ſafe, whilſt the author 
of it is alive. | 


The next morning was employed by both 
parties, in giving directions to their generals, 
and ranging their armies in order on the field 
of battle, which was a large open plain, 
where the advantage was equal. At the firſt 
charge, we broke the lines of the rebels, and 
thought the victory ſecure, when by the com- 
mon fault of purſuing the enemy too far, 
we gave Calix an opportunity to collect 
together a conſiderable body of horſe, and 
attack us when our troops were in diſ- 
order, by which means he gave us ſo rude a 
blow, victory ſeemed to have changed ſides; 
for the prince was unhorſed, and hes re. 


mounted 
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mounted obliged to fight retreating; how- 
ever, by the prudent conduct of the chriſtian 
Axalla who commanded the rear- guard, our 
affairs changed once more, for he diſengaged 
the prince, defeated the rebels, and took Ca- 
lix priſoner. Calix and the reſt of the chiefs 
we had taken, were kept in cuſtody till the 
next day, when a council of war unanimouſly 
condemned them to be beheaded ; which ſen- 
tence was accordingly executed. 


From the field of battle we moved to- 
wards Cambalu, and during our march thro? 
the fertile province of Catay the inhabitants 


of the leſſer cities that had revolted preſented 


themſelves to the prince with great humility, 
and implored his pardon, which Tamerlane 


| moſt graciouſly granted, and adviſed them 
to take care for the future, not to liſten to 


* thoſe, who out of their own particular views 
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and ambition, ſhould endeavour to withdraw 
them from their duty to their lawful prince, 
This clemency quieted the minds of ſuch, 
whoſe hopes were ſolely placed in dying with 
ſwords in their hands, which reſolution the 
inhabitants of Cambalu had in particular taken; 
but hearing of Tamerlane's clemency, chang- 
ed their : tho' ſome of the moſt mu- 
tinous who expected to be puniſhed, out of 


deſpair, 


is I The IEEE If 
deſpair, endeavoured to draw on with their 
own, the deſtruction of the city. 


Whilſt our army advanced, Tamerlane had 
advice the town was reſolved to ſubmit to 
the conqueror ; whereupon he ordered the * 
army to encamp, and marched with a great 

body of horſe, to Cambalu ; which place he 
entered with a magnificent train, and pardoned 
the populace, but left the reſt to the pleaſure 
of the emperor *. Tamerlane often appeared 
in public, with a ſhew of great mildneſs and 

clemency, and on all occaſions honoured 
thoſe, that had kept to their duty; and as 
he defired to gain the affection of this great 
city, would not do juſtice himſelf on the 
authors of the revolt of the town, or per- | 
mit it to be done in his name, but ſent one 
of his moſt truſty ſervants, to beg the fa- 
vour of the emperor to take upon himſelf 
the puniſhment of theſe ſeditious perſons, 
which the great cham granted. 
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* The clemency of princes is often but a piece 
of policy to gain the affections of their ſubjects. 
R. Maxims tr. from the Fr. 
Novum imperium inchoantibus utilis clementiæ fa- 
ma. Tac. an. 4. In the beginning of a reign, the re- 
rien of clemency \ is ſerviceable. _ 
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After the prince had ſtaid here eight days, 


and changed the garriſon with a body of foot, 


he left the town, and received advice, on his 
return to the camp, that the emperor had 


ordered juſtice to be done on the authors of 


the revolt; which made the people praiſe the 
clemency of Tamerlane, and accuſe the empe- 
ror of cruelty. Two hundred of the princi- 
pal inhabitants were executed, and their heads 


ſet up in the market- place, for an example 


to all thoſe that might have thoughts of re- 


belling againſt their prince. 


In dangerous rebellions the prince ought to 
put himſelf at the head of his troops, and go 
into the provinces to incourage his friends, 
and ſtrike a terror into his enemies; for theſe 
diſturbers of the public peace, generally 
amuſe the people with lies, which are diſſi- 
pated by the preſence of the prince, as the 
thickeſt fogs by the rays of the ſun. He muſt 
act on ſuch an occaſion with prudence and 
courage, and when the rebels are ſubdu- 
ed, take care to have juſtice executed on the 
delinquents, for ſuch reſtleſs people are on- 
ly to be kept to their duty by the fear of 
death, As for the authors of rebellions, they 
are always inconſiderate and raſh men, . whoſe 


eyes are blinded with ambition, or artful de- 


* 
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ſigning men, who perceive a great appear- 
ance of ſuccefs in their undertakings, as re- 
| bellions often ſucceed againſt indolent princes, 


who are carelefs and negligent of their affairs, 


and generally againft fuch as are poor-ſpirited 


and effeminate : For which reaſons, a prince 
ought to have a ſtrict eye over every thing 
that paſſes amongſt his ſubjects, and his hand 


ready to puniſh the diſobedient. The vigi- 


lance of our prince was well rewarded, for 


before this affair, he was only the ſhadow of 
an emperor, but by his addreſs, he artfully 


fixed himſelf on the throne, and gained the 
NO of being juſt and merciful. 


But to return to my ſubject, Odmar ad- 
vanced with the army to meet the prince, 


and received him with great demonſtrations - 
of joy, officers and ſoldiers ſaluting him with 


the title of great and victorious emperor, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the Tartars. Ta- 
merlans diſcourſed ſome time with his officers 


of the beauty and greatneſs of Cambalu, and 
then retired to his tent, where he recounted 


to Odmar, how all things had paſſed, and 
aſked his opinion of his viſit to the great 


cham, who was recovered and had invited 


him to court. Odmar perceived the prince's 
inclination to go to Quinzay, and that he would 
ales; 
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TAMERLANE the Grrar. gr 
be extremely glad to paſs the winter there 


with the princeſs, and wait the return of the 
ſpring, before he went upon the expedition 


againſt the king of China; but as he was no 
flatterer, and as great a ſtateſman, as faith- 


ful to his prince, he ſpoke in the following 
manner: Invincible emperor, as you know 
c how to conquer, learn how to make a 

« uſe of victory. It is ſix months ſince 
you left your army, which is employed in 
« defending themſelves againſt the forces of 
« the king of China, and this army is moſtly 


* compoſed of Tartars, and the chief of that 
nation; do you not know that the Tarters 


c and Parthians only think ſuch princes wor- 


thy to command them, who lead them to the 
„ wars in perſon? On the other ſide 700 


* ought to conſider, this war is undertaken 
&« to increaſe the glory of him who has 
&* choſen you for his heir, and called you to 
ee the throne; and that it is your duty, to ſhow 


e an affection for the ſervice of the emperor. 
Nor ſhould you forget the king of China 


« is maſter of a great country that has been 

given to you; conſider likewiſe that your 
glory will be more agreeable to the great 
« cham at a diſtance, than near his throne ; 


| for at a diſtance, it ſhines on himſelf bas 


cc « the ſucceſs of his affairs, but Too near, 
3 | IR. caſts 
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32 The L. I F E. ß ; 
6 * a Os on his fame : who can tell 
« what ſuſpicions may ariſe in his breaſt ? re- 


“ pentance often comes to thoſe, that have 


© made men great; princes are ſubje& to 
cc change: What honour will you get by this 
journey? you are not obliged to it by ne- 
ce ceſlity, your reputation oppoſes it, and the 
« road to your glory lies a contrary way. 
« Tt: is better to winter honourably under 
ce tents with your ſoldiers, than in the mag- 
tc nificent palaces of 24inzay, amidſt the de- 


ce lights of an effeminate court. Thoſe that 


&« hate you, will aſk why you left your victo- 
ce rious troops, and ſay you threaten the king 
ce of China at a diſtance. When can you aſſem- 
e ble ſuch an army again, as this you now 
« command? for the Parthians by your ex- 


9 c ample will return to Sachetay, and the Tar- 


cc ars to their hordes. Advance at preſent, 
« and you pave the way to a certain victory 
<« over the Chineſe, which may become diffi- 
ce cult by the leaſt delay. If I have offended 


your majeſty in ſpeaking ſo boldly, do 


<« with me as you think fit, I am your ſlave, 
<« here is my head.” Tamerlane was penſive 


and changed colour every moment, Whfft 
Odmar recapitulated what he had ſaid, and 


kiſſed the hem of his garment, according to 
our cuſtom, in token of ſubzeCtion and fervi- 
tude. 


7 
Was ordered; and when the troops were aſ- 


; ; ſembled, Tamerlane thus addreſſed himſelf to 
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TAMERLANE the GREAT. 33 
tude. The prince anſwered, his noble ſenti- 
ments had ſurpriſed and charmed him; and 
he was truly ſenſible, he could never ſuffici- 
ently reward him for his fidelity and affec- 
tion; that he was more than ever convinced 
of his father's prudence, in chuſing ſo worthy 
a counſellor to aſſiſt him*, and now begun 
to know the duty of a ſovereign is to make 
the good of his ſubjects his ſole delight. 
That he thought no more of his journey, or 
the charms and pleaſures of Quinzay, but 
would find a reſt from his labours in the de- 
ſerts of Cipribit. 


N A P. I. 
The war with the king of China. 


HE day after the prince's arrival in the 
camp, a general review of the army 


them : 


But what was {till greater in him, (the great 
Cyrus) and more truly royal, was his ſtedfaſt perſua- 
= lion, that all his labours and endeavours, ought to 
tend to the happineſs of his people; and that it was 
not by the ſplendour of riches, by pompous equi— 
pages, luxurious living, or a magnificent table, that 


a king 


JJC 

them: „My faithful ſoldiers, our march to 
« attack the Chineſe hath been interrupted 
« by the fooliſh temerity of Calix, who 
<« took up arms againſt his prince, and whom 
ee fatal neceſſity obliged me to puniſh. I 
<« have had a convincing proof of your affec- 
<« tion and fidelity, on this unhappy occaſion. 
] am perfectly well acquainted with your 
&« fatigues and ſufferings, and hope, in a ſhort 
<« time, fully to reward the great merit of 
« my faithful ſoldiers; but at preſent our 
<« country demands aſſiſtance from us, and 


<« our friends and fellow ſoldiers, who are 
e on the enemy's frontiers, expect we paſs 
<« the winter there; you ſhall receive double 


n 
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ce pay and warmer cloathing, the better to 
« ſecure yourſelves againſt the rigour of the 
« ſeaſon. Let us therefore march chearfully, 
J will lead you, and be your companion in 
glory.“ After he had finiſhed his diſcourſe, | 
all the ſoldiers cried out, One God in heaven, 
and one emperor upon earth ;*” and bowed © 


3 king ought to diſtinguiſh himſelf from his ſub- YN 


| jets, but by a ſuperiority of merit in every kind, 3 


and particularly by a conſtant and indefatigable 2 
care and vigilance to promote their intereſts, and 


ſecure the publick welfare and tranquility. Rollin, 


Axt. bt. tr. from the Fr. 
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themſelves in token 'of obedience, and to 
ſhow his commands were 9 to them. 


The prince ordered Samay to return home, 
with twenty five thouſand horſe, and fifty 
thouſand foot, and diſpatched a Courier to 
acquaint the emperor with his intended 


march, and deſire fifty thouſand men, might 


be ſent in the ſpring to recruit his army, mo- 


ney to pay it, and ammunition and proviſi- 


ons to fill his magazines. This news was 
very agreeable to the great cham, as the war 
was ſolely undertaken for the advantage of 


the Tartars, the loſs of the provinces of Pa- 


guinfu and Quiſu, being of the utmoſt conſe- 


- quence to them. For the king of China could 


enter into the country of the Tartars, when- 
ever he pleaſed, but the Tartars could not 


== undertake any thing againſt this prince with- 
=> out great forces, the Chineſe having built a 


wall in the paſſes berwixt the mountains, for- 


= ty leagues in lengrh, which ſecured them 


—_ againſt. the incurſions of the great chant's 


1 : | ſubjects. 


In thirty-cight days march our army ar- 


kb at Cipribit, greatly fatigued ; and 


the next day Tamerlane went to Paſamfu, and 


reviewed the forces commanded by Caliber, 


92 . 
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that were there encamped. Whilſt our 
troops ſtaid here, the prince of Tanais, who 
commanded the vanguard, brought over to 
his maſter's intereſt, a Chineſe lord that poſ- 
ſeſſed a conſiderable territory in theſe moun- 
tains, called the lord of Vauchefu; which in- 
trigue he carefully kept ſecret till the ar- 
rival of Tamerlane, and then only laid the af- 
fair before the prince, who highly approved 
of his conduct, and a few days after, had an 
interview with this nobleman, at the quar- 
ters of the prince of Tanais, near the river 


Lanqueen. Tamerlane made him preſents of 
fine horſes, excellent furs, and other choice 


things; and by his interpreter aſſured him of 
his friendſhip, promiſed to enlarge his terri- 
tories, and take him under his protection. 1 
In return, Yauchefu aſſured him of his grati- 
tude and fidelity, and promiſed to diſcover 


a paſſage, by which he might ſafely enter the 
kingdom of China, and attack the Chineſe, 


who guarded the wall; and after a little pauſe 
addreſſed himſelf to the prince in the follow- 7 
ing manner: „Know, fir, that you loſe your X 


< time in propoling by the force of your arms 
„to take the wall which the Chineſe have 


925 built to ſecure themſelves againſt the 1. 
<« curſions of your ſubjects; it is too advan- 
e tageous to the defendants ; I do not douts 
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TAMERLANE the GREAT. 37 
& of the courage of your troops, I know that 
« with them you have ſubdued many na- 

„ tions, and at your command they die in 
ce their ranks ; but theſe things ſignify no- 
thing to the Chineſe wall, which 1 aſſure 
you is guarded by fifty thouſand men, and 
z in a few days, the governor of A7anxi will 
= <« arrive, with fifty thouſand more; the king 
X *« of China will likewiſe come in a little time, 
d to give you battle, and you will be oblig- 

* ed to engage two hundred thouſand horſe 

* and two hundred thouſand foot. I believe 

* your conduct and the courage of your 

c troops will gain the victory, but it will 
( coſt you dear; however, to convince you 
= < of my gratitude, for your great genero- 
<« fity, I will ſhow you the means of enter- 
ing the kingdom of Cina with fifty thou- 
<« {and men, that I will conduct myſelf, and 
== © who ſhall be ready to attack thoſe that 
l E 4 guard the wall, as ſoon as perceived. I would 
i 2 < have you make a falſe attack, at the ſame 
== © time, by ſeizing an oppoſite mountain I 


: == < will ſhow you, which will give great un- 
Mm ealineſs to the Chineſe; and I am certain, 
ve ds ſoon as your troops are paſſed with me, 
n. they will defend themſelves faintly, and 


1 ; you may eaſily make yourſelf maſter of the 
übt © wall. And to ſhew my fidelity in what I 
of A 1 D * | ce have 


38 The LIFE M | 
have propoſed, I will give in hoſtage my 
<« only ſon, two young daughters, ad my 
<« wife; I have alſo a brother, who is ready 
« to follow me, for your ſervice *.” Every 
thing relating to this affair being ſettled be- 
twixt the prince and Vauchefu, Tanurlane ſent 
this lord home in an honourable manner, and 

returned to his quarters, but kept the ſecret © 
from every body except Odmar. 3 
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The next day he called a councilfof war, 
and ordered Calibes to give an account of | 
what was come to his knowledge, in regard | 
to the king of China's preparations, and like- | 
wiſe his opinion of our enterprize. In obedi- 
ence to the prince, he thus addreſſed . him: 
Sir, your ſlave is always ready to obey 
you; and ſince you command me to give 
e an account of what I know, in regard to 
* the condition of the kingdom of China, 
© I ſhall take the liberty of acquainting you, 
* that the king who reigns at preſent, bach 


* It ſhould ſem that great enterprizes among 
us, are more impracticable than they were to the 
ancients ; it is very difficult to conceal them, be- 
cauſe intelligence 1s become now ſo manageable, 
that every prince. has miniſters in each court, and 
traitors may poſſibly be lurking in all the cabinets of 

majeſty. Reflections on the cauſes of the grandeur and 

22 on of 2 Romans, tranſl. from the Fr. 


gained 
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« gained a great reputation by his conqueſts. 
« He is proud and inſolent, and obliges his 
6 ſubjects to ſtile him lord of the world. His 
e principal ſtrength conſiſts in this wall, 
* which is guarded by fifty or ſixty thou- 
e ſand of this prince's beſt troops, and 
© which in my opinion is not to be forced 


without a great loſs on your part. I have 


ce heard that near the lake Hogeen, the army 
* may find a more eaſy entrance into the 
e kingdom ; but the time requiſite for your 
“numerous forces to march thither, will give 
« the king of China an opportunity to put 
<& his affairs in a good poſture, who at pre- 
ce ſent thinks he has only to deal with me, 
« and that I have orders to act defenſively. 
„This is all I know.” Every one having 
given their opinions, after Calibes had ſpoke, 
the prince anſwered, he hoped the great God 
whoſe unity he would maintain againſt theſe 
Idolaters, would ſupply all defects. 


Tamerlane prepared every thing neceſſary 
for this enterprize, and expected with impa- 
tience the return of Yauchefu, who in a few 
days came with his brother to meet the 
prince, having found the paſs eaſy to be 
forced. In this conference, it was reſolved 
that the prince with his army ſhould ap- 

7 D 4 proach 
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proach the wall over againſt uri and 
Avxalla march with twenty thouſand horſe, and 
be followed by the prince of Tanais, at the 
head of thirty thouſand, and each of them 
have one of theſe lords for a guide. Afﬀter 
a march of ten leagues, theſe generals came 
to the paſs, which they made themſelves 
maſters of, without oppoſition ; and having 
halted there ſometime to refreſh their troops, 
marched ten leagues more to the Chineſe, who 
were fully employed in obſerving the army 
of the prince, which was approaching their 
wall, and did not ſuſpect the leaſt danger, 
till they perceived Axalla advancing towards 
them, followed by the prince of Tanais. The 
Chineſe left part of their forces to defend the 
wall, and with the reſt marched to meet 
Axalla, who without heſitating, attacked and 
routed them; and at the ſame time, Odmar, 
who that day commanded the infantry, forc- 
ed the wall. In this action, a kinſman of 

the king of China was taken priſoner, and 
great riches got, the Chineſe having their 3 | 
arms and furniture of their horſes covered 1 
with gold. 2 


An account of the wall's being forced, 
was brought to the king at Quantou, which 3 
Was matter of aſtoniſhment to every One, as : 
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TAMERLANE the GREAT. 41 
it was thought a thing impracticable ; how- 
ever, this prince, tho* accuſtomed to the 
ſmiles of fortune, behaved with courage on 
this occaſion; for he ordered ſolemn ſacrifices 
to the gods, aſſembled his troops from all 
parts, and prepared every thing neceſſary for 
the defence of his country. 


The prince to ſecure his retreat, demoliſhed 
the forts and walls in the paſſes; and to re- 
ward the ſignal ſervice of the Chineſe lord, 
made him governor of Xianxi, and gave him 
a ſmall but convenient territory, in which 


was ſeven or eight cities, that brought their 
keys to the prince. 


As the king of China had put good garri- 


ſons into all his ſtrong places, the prince 
Was afraid of attacking them, and to leave 


them behind us he foreſaw would cauſe 
great difficulties in bringing proviſions to 


the army; therefore determined to take the 


opinion of his generals on this affair, who 


unanimouſly agreed to attack ſome remark - 


able city, where we might ſecure proviſions 


for the army, and afterwards endeavour to 


bring the enemy to a battle. This, without 


doubt, is the buſineſs of the conqueror, as 


it is in moſt caſes the duty of the prince who 
de- 
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defends himſelf carefully to . a general | 
action, and take all opportunities of inter- 


cepting the enemy's convoys, and by continu- 
ally haraſſing their army, endeavour to ruin 
them by diſtreſs and fatigues: For in ſuch 
doubtful events as battles, when a general 
has poſted his troops with great ſkill, and 


exhorted them to do their duty, he muſt 


leave the reſt to fortune, who takes a parti- 
cular delight in ſhowing her capriciouſneſs 
on theſe occaſions, by frequently favouring 
the weakeſt, and deceiving thoſe who are 
confident in their courage and condyct. 


To return to my hiſtory. It being reſolv- 


ed to beſiege Paquinfu, the prince detached 


Odmar with fourteen thouſand horſe, to ſum- 
mon the town. Axalla, who was made gene- 
ral of all the foot, followed with the infan- 


try, and Tamerlane marched in the rear with 
the horſe and machines. When Odmar came 


before the town, he ſeized abundance of cat- 
tle, and encamped, leaving the city betwixt 


his camp and our army, and as ſoon as the 
infantry appeared in the plain of Paquinfy, 
ſummoned the town to ſurrender to our em- 


peror. The garriſon and inhabitants anſwer- = 
ed, they would live and die faithful to their 
king for forty years before this. ans the 


' father 
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TAMERLANE the GREAT. 43 
father of the king of China took this town 


from the Tartars, Turhed out the inhabitants, 
and planted a new colony 1 in their place. 


3B The beſieged defended themſelves with 
9 vigour, 1 when we had beat down part 
of the wall with our rams and other ma- 
chines, the Chineſe begun an intrench- 
ment behind it, twenty-two feet wide, and 
as many deep, of which Tamerlane having 
intelligence, refolved to ſtorm the beat 

before this new work was finiſhed ; and ac- 
cordingly gave orders to Axalla, who had the 
direction of the ſiege. The next day Axalla 
attacked the breach, and made a lodgment 
on the rampart, by the expreſs command of 
Tamerlane, who reſolved to take the place by 
capitulation, to avoid the danger of being ſur- 
prized by the enemy, when his troops were 
employed in pillaging the town, and the 
whole army in diſorder. 
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Notwithſtanding we were maſters of a) 
-* wall, the Chyneſe continued to defend them- 
ſelves gallantly till the death of the governor, 
who was mortally wounded by the ſplinter 
| 1 of a beam, beat down by a boulet, from one 
of our machines, which accident determined 
the garriſon and inhabitants to capitulate ; to 


whom 
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whom were granted the following conditions. 
The garriſon, which was reduced from thirty 
thouſand men to eighteen thouſand, were al- 
lowed to march out of the town, and the 
inhabitants permitted to ſtay, or retire where 


they pleaſed. The ſiege laſted two months. 


The king of China received advice of the 
taking of the town, from the garriſon, who 
met him on his march to raiſe the ſiege, and 
puniſhed the officers, but pardoned the ſol- 
diers, and reſolved to encamp at the place 
where he heard the news. | 


Our prince made a general review of the 
army, which was diminiſhed ten thouſand 
men, augmented the ſoldiers pay, and grati- 
fied every one according to his merit. The 
honour of taking the town was given to Ax- 
alla, on whom was beſtowed the government 
of the place, and conquered country, for 
which this general returned the prince thanks, 
but moſt humbly begged he would be pleaſed 
to give this employment to another, for he 
had fixed all his hopes and deſires in following 
his maſter. This anſwer was very agreeable 
to the prince, who offered it ſolely as an ac- 
knowledgment for his ſervices, and upon 
Axalla's refuſal, gave this government to 
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the prince of Tanais, with the title of vice- 
roy, and left with him a conſiderable body 
of troops to preſerve this new conqueſt, and 


convoy proviſions to the army. The prince 


having refreſhed his troops eight days at Pa- 
quinfu, and finiſhed all his affairs at this place, 
appointed a day for ſolemnly offering our 
prayers to God, and the next marched to- 
wards the enemy, who was encamped at Sin- 


tebu. 


It was reported, that as ſoon as the king 
of China received intelligence, our army had 
paſſed the river Chulifu, he changed his reſo- 
lution of acting on the defenſive, and com- 


manded his troops to hold themſelves in readi- 


neſs to fight; en was reſolved not to wait 
till the ene vanced further into the coun- 
try, that he might not behold the intire ruin 


of his ſubjects. "his order demonſtrates that 
imprudence and ill fortune directed this 


prince's council; for if he had ſpun the war 


into length, he would have had a great ad- 
vantage over us, as he was maſter of many 
ſtrong towns, which we muſt have beſieged, 


and which would have ruined our army, for 
the prudence of our prince would not permit 


him to leave any place behind us, that might 
cut * our convoys. 


Teauche- 
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2 dents 3 e to us on our 
march, we encamped in the neighbourhood 
of that city, where was plenty of water and 
good paſtures, and the country a fine cham- 
pain, for our cavalry to act commodiouſly. 
The next day Odmar was ſent to get intelli- 
gence of the enemy, who returned with cer- 
tain advice, that the Chineſe army was but 
one day's march from us, upon which the 
prince commanded the army to advance a 
league nearer the enemy, and took all the 
prudent meaſures of a good general. 


The following day before noon, we had 
advice, that the enemy was marching in or- 
der of battle to attack us, and the prince with 
a chearful countenance, and gay air, ranged 
his army in order, commanded Calibes to 
advance with thirty thouſand horſe, and di- 
rected him to retire as the enemy advanced, 
and gradually draw them to the place he had 
choſen for the field of battle. Our infantry 
ſupported by all the machines, was poſted at 
the foot of a great mountain, in ſuch a man- 
ner as they could only be attacked in front, 
which part of our army was compoſed of 
one hundred and twenty thouſand men, moſt 
of chem armed after the manner of the chriſ- 
| tians, 
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tians, and commanded by different captains, 
but all obeyed the orders of Axalla. Our 
horſe conſiſted of fourſcore thouſand men, 
drawn up in an open plain, having the foot 
on their left, and the enemy on the right ; ſo 
that upon the leaſt diſadvantage they could 
retire to the infantry and rally. Calibes com- 
manded the vanguard, compoſed of thirty 
thouſand Scythians, and Odmar was at the 
head of thirty thouſand Parthian horſe, which 
were to ſuſtain the others. The prince com- 
manded in perſon the rear-guard, which con- 
ſiſted of twenty thouſand choſen horſe, and 
poſted himſelf at one of the wings of the in- 
fantry, his deſign being to begin the action 
with ſixty thouſand horſe, commanded by 
two good generals, and in caſe they were 
repulſed, join his infantry to the rear-guard, 
and renew the charge. 


The Chineſe advanced toward us with great 
pomp. and magnificence. Their king rode in 
a chariot which was almoit covered with 
gold, diamonds, rubies and pearls ; for this 
prince had been brought up in the volup- 
tuouſneſs of a court, and not under the duſty 
enſigns of Mars, who is covered with iron, 
rough and bold. The Chineſe had neither 
var: een or main battle, but all their horſe 
1 2 drawn 
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drawn up in one line, which covered the reſt 
of their army, and the perſon of the king, 
who had his poſt in the centre, ſurrounded 
with the infantry and a double row of 
Chariots. 


The prince advanced with fix thouſand 


horſe, to view the enemy as they marched 
towards us, and having obſerved them ſome 
time, commanded Calibes to attack the Chineſe 
in form, as he judged them advanced near 
enough to us, and would not give them an 
opportunity to take breath, or put themſelves 
in their firſt order. The engagement had 
laſted a full hour when Calibes was wound- 
ed, the Scythians defeated, and their genera! 
obliged to retire to the prince, who or- 
dered him, and the reſt of the wounded, to 
be carried behind the infantry and dreſſed. 
Odmar advanced next to the combat with the 
Parthian horſe, who treated the enemy more 
roughly; for he pierced them quite thro”, 
and then bravely turned upon their right wing 
and drove them to their chariots. In. this 
emergency the king of China advanced, 
which gave his broken cavalry an opportuni- 
ty to rally, and Odmar remained in order of 
battle, facing the enemy, and ſent to demand 
ſome infantry and machines of the prince. 
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Tamerlane who was advancing, halted, and 
ſent him fifty thouſand foot, and part of the 


machines; and ordered Axalla, who com- 


manded them, to attack the chariots, and en- 


1 deavour there to make an opening. Arxalla 
Z marched with the machines in his front, 


which -overturned every thing, and made 
great confuſion amongſt the enemy; which Ax- 


alla obſerving, attacked ſword in hand the 
infantry, about the perſon of the king; and 
Oamar during this attack, charged the caval- 
ry that had rallied, and totally defeared them. 
Act this juncture the prince marched with the 


reſt of the infantry, to the aſſiſtance of Axalla, 


and pierced almoſt to the king, who had yet 
about his perſon forty thouſand men, and 
> himſelf incloſed within a ſecond row of cha- 
2 riots. Here the battle was fought with great 
| 4 obſtinacy, till a little before night, when the 
king was taken priſoner, the battle won, and 
the enemy's camp plundered. Two kings al- 
lies to the king of China, were taken priſo- 
ners, and one killed; and the riches taken in 
gold, plate and precious ſtones ineſtimable, 
beſides the moſt magnificent chariots the 
world afforded. The prince did not fee his 
royal priſoner till the next day, being em- 
ployed in going thro' the field of battle, to 
put a ſtop to the ſlaughter, and ſee the guards 
placed; however he ordered Axalla to take 
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care that this prince's wound, which he had 
received in his arm, was dreſſed, and that he 
was treated as a king. The enemy loſt near 
ſixty thouſand men on the field of battle. 


The prince continued on horſeback, till 
two hours after midnight, and when he 
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came to his tent ordered a ſlight ſupper, and | 


ſome water to be brought him, and after- . 


wards lay down upon a carpet, and paſſed 


the reſt of the night *. I attended him all 
the time, and did not hear him ſpeak one 
boaſting word on this occaſion; indeed he 
blamed the king of China, for refuſing to re- 
ſtore what was his juſt right, and ſaid to Od- 
mar, who was alſo with him, God had that 
« day led him by the hand, and given him a 
e glorious. victory, without the loſs of any | 


6 perſon of diſtinction.“ 


* Cz/ar's reflections after the battle of Pharſalia, 
mentioned in the 374th ſpectator : My part is 
nov but begun, and my glory muſt be ſuſtained 
by the uſe I make of this victory; otherwiſe my 


< loſs will be greater than that of Pompey. Our 
« perſonal reputation will riſe or fall, as we bear 
our reſpective fortunes. All my private enemies 
c ſhall be ſpared. I will forget this, to obtain 
e ſuch another day.” Sentiments truly great and 
heroic, had he conquered in the cauſe of liberty © 
and his country. 4 
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7 In the morning he ordered his royal pavil- 
lions to be ſet up, his guards poſted, and the 


principal officers of the army to attend him, 
and whilſt theſe things were getting ready, 


publickly returned thanks to God for the 


3 victory, gave orders.to bury the dead, and 


A 
c Saad? ; : 


2 enquired with great humanity after the 
2 wounded. All things being in order, the 
prince commanded Axalla to bring the cap- 
tive king to his quarters, and went out of 
his tent to meet him. The king of China- 
advanced with a haughty and intrepid air, 
and by an interpreter thus addreſſed the 
| j prince: © My gods, angry with my people, 
a and enraged at my good fortune, have 
made me thy priſoner : As fame reports, 
* Tamerlane fights for glory; he ought to be 
9 ſatisfied with the honour of having in his 


power, the lord of the world, and ſon of 


* the ſun.” The prince received him with 


great politeneſs, and by the ſame interpreter 
"—_— That he returned thanks to the 


I immortal God, for the victory he had 
e been pleaſed to beſtow upon him; as the 
king, on the contrary, attributed the cauſe 
: of his misfortunes to the gods he adored 


F however, his majeſty might depend upon 
13 treated with honour : and reſpect.” For 
E 2 which 


3 ien 
which the king returned him thanks, and 
then Tamerlane conducted him into his tent, 


invited him to fit down, and talked famili- 
arly with him. 


This prince was about thirty-three years of | 
age, his face long, large black eyes, noſe | 
middle ſized, a long beard and grave air, | 
and kept up extremely well the majeſty of 
a great king. And certainly we muſt allow | 
the kings of China to be powerful princes ; 
there being in this kingdom, two hundred 
great cities, and fifteen large provinces, each 
of which has a governor, The mines of | 
gold are very conſiderable in this country, 
which is called in the Chineſe tongue, Tama; 
and the people Tangis; and the ſecond per- 
ſon of the kingdom is the governor general, 
who is called Tut2n, which high office was 
enjoyed at this time, by the brother of the 
_ captive king. This temperate region abounds Þ 
in fiſh, and variety of birds, on account of þ 
the great number of running ſtreams that Þ 
water the country; the quantity of ſilk is ſo 
conſiderable, that with it the meaneſt of the E: 
people cloath themſelves, and Cottons and] 
linens are likewiſe here in great plenty. | 
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The prince aſſembled his council to con- 
ſider what was to be done with the priſoners, 


. and how to make the beſt uſe of his victory, 
as he had received advice from Odmar, that the 
2 king's brother was fled to Quantou, and there 
2 rallied the diſperſed forces. It was reſolved, 
after our troops were refreſhed, to beſiege 
2 2rantou, and ſend the priſoners under a guard 
of two thouſand horſe to Burda, a city on 
the Tartar frontier, which had always been 
faithful to the Scythian emperors. The prince 
2 diſpatched couriers to the emperor and Par- 


thians, to inform them of the great victory 


6 he had obtained, with a ſmall loſs on his ſide, 
and to haſten the march of forty thouſand 
2 foot he expected from Sachetay, and thirty 
EZ thouſand Scythian horſe, that they might ar- 
rive before the forces of the king of Ching 


could be in a condition to make head againſt 


him. 


Tho the loſk of this battle ought to have 


. inſpired the Chineſe with freſh courage for the 


defence of their country, yet the mildneſs of 
their conqueror, who treated their king and 
Jall the priſoners with great humanity, pre- 


vailed over the * admonitions of 


E 3 | the 


the governor general, and made them re- 
ſolve to bear with patience the evils befal- | 
len them *. This reſolution I chiefly attri- Þ 
bute to the rule Tamerlane laid down to him 
ſelf of keeping his word, with the utmoſt F 
exactneſs, and not to be guilty of a breach | 
of his faith, tho* by maintaining this maxim 
he ſhould be in danger of loſing his empire; 
for a report of his great honour in this point] 
being ſpread amongſt theſe people, the mo- 
ment Tamerlane gave them his word, they | 
thought themſelves in ſafety. ; 


To return to my ſubject, the prince 4 | 
ing ſettled all his affairs, and diſtributed mo- 


* Such candour and greatneſs of ſoul raiſes a prince 
above his high ſtation, and ftrikes mankind with Þ 
love and reverential awe. And this, amidſt his other 
virtues, makes -a great monarch of the preſent ace 
the darling of his ſubjects. 

The following ſaying is inſcribed to Jol king of Þ 
France; “ Though faith and truth were baniſhed | 
*© from thereſt of the world, they ought neverthelch, | 
to be preſerved in the mouths of | kings.” Rap:n's 
Hiſtory of England, tr. by Tindal. 

Plutarch makes the following remark upon Alex- 
ander's taking a town by capitulation, and aſter- 
wards putting the garriſon to the ſword. 'T his 
one bregeh of his word was a perpetual blemiſh 
© to i, cho on all other occ.:hons he had ma- 
* naged his wars with that juſtice and honour that 
became a king.“ L. e's H Alexander the Great, 
ir, by Eveyn. 
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ney to the officers for the uſe of the ſick and 
wounded, our army marched to beſiege 
Quantou; and the governor general hav- 
ing rallied the king's forces reſolved to raiſe 
the ſiege or fight a ſecond battle, and with 
this intention marched directly to Por- 
chio, there to make a bridge of boats over 
the river that runs to Quantou. The prince 
having intelligence of his deſign, caſt up a 
ſtrong entrenchment at the head of the bridge: 
we had at this place left four thouſand men 
to guard it, and as ſoon as the enemy ap- 
proached, appeared in order of battle, on 
the oppoſite ſide of the river. The governor 
general made a feint of forcing the paſſage 
for ſome days, till he had got together a 


great number of boats, and made a bridge 
at Cambin, ten leagues from Porchio, where 


the river was not of ſo great a breadth. Ja- 


merlane kept quiet in his camp, till our ſpies 
brought word the bridge was finiſhed, and 


then commanded Odmar to march at the 
head of the army with fifteen thouſand horſe, 
and attack thoſe that had paſſed the river; 


the infantry followed Odmar, and the prince 


having left a good garriſon in Perchio, 
brought up the rear with the reſt of the horſe. 


The engagement was very bloody, there be- 


ing g upwards of twenty thouſand men, ſtrong- 
ly poſted behind a morals, with the river on 
E 4 | their 
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their flank, who defended themſelves with 
great bravery, till our infantry puſhed them 
from the bank of the river, and poſted them- 
ſelves there; which gave us an opportunity 
of deſtroying their bridge, and depriving 
them of any aſſiſtance. The bad ſucceſs of 


this laſt action determined the garriſon and 


inhabitants of Quanto to demand permiſſion 
of Axalla to acquaint the governor general 
with the ſtate of their affairs ; and promiſed 
that if they received no ſuccours in fifteen 
days, to ſurrender the town, provided the 
prince would grant them the ſame privileges 
they enjoyed under the kings of China. Ax- 
alla diſpatched a faithful friend to carry this 
good news to the prince, who leit every 
thing concerning the town to his prudence, 
and two days after paſſed the river with his. 
horſe, to prevent the enemy from throwing 
ſuccours into the place. 


As ſoon as our troops were paſſed, the 
governor general retreated with the ut- 


moſt precipitation, into a mountainous coun- 


try of difficult acceſs for cavalry, and there 


aſſembled the grandees of the kingdom, to | 
conſider what was fit to be done on this oc- | 
caſion, who unanimouſly agreed to offer a 
conſiderable ſum of money for the ranſom 
of their king, and to demand peace for the 
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preſervation of what remained in their poſſeſ- 
ſion; and accordingly ambaſſadors were nam- 
ed and paſſports obtained. 


At this time Quantou ſurrendered to Axal- 
la, which city is great, beautiful, well for- 


tified, and full of people, and round about 
it a fertile country. Our army lay before 
the town two months, during which time 


we loſt ſo great a number of men by ſickneſs, 
that the troops we expected were abſolutely 
neceſſary, before we attempted any 1 
further. 


The prince ſent me to Axalla with orders 
for him to remain here, and ſend the infantry 
to rejoin the army. I found this general 
very buſy in repairing the walls, and endea- 
vouring to conciliate the minds of the inhabi- 
tants to the new government; for not one 
of them went away with the governor of the 


king of China, but all in general ſubmitted 


to the conqueror. The inconſtancy of theſe 
people, who in a moment forgot a king and 
his anceſtors, by whom they had been go- 
verned above two hundred years with great 
juſtice, furniſhes me with the following ob- 
ſervation : That thoſe who govern ſhould 


always endeavour to gain the love of the 
people, but not confide intirely in it. 


In 


„ 


In a conference with Axalla, he deſired me to 
tell our maſter, that he was afraid this giddy 
multi tude would change again if we receiv- 
ed the leaſt loſs, therefore wiſhed the prince 
would make a peace before his army was in- 
tirely ruined. Theſe things, and the fear of diſ- 
contents and ſeditions in his own dominions, 
which a long abſence frequently cauſes, made 
the prince think ſeriouſly of peace. He con- 
ſidered, that by preſerving his conqueſts, and 
making the king tributary for the reſt, he 
ſhould always keep theſe people in order, and 
be in a condition to puniſh their inconſtancy, 
whenever they gave him occaſion. 


The Chineſe ambaſſadors being arrived at 
our camp, had audience of the prince, and 
acquainted him, that the occaſion of their 
coming, was to treat for the liberty of their 
king, and peace for their country; and ſaid 
they fincerely repented ſatisfaction was not 
given him at the firſt coming of his army ; 
that at preſent, they came to receive the law 
of the conqueror. The prince anſwered by 
his interpreter, that peace was always more 
agreeable to him than war, and he willingly 
granted it to them, for he only made war, 
to obtain an honourable peace. The condi- 

| 9 No | tions 
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tions they offered, were to give up Paquinfu, 
all the country about it, and the fortreſſes in 
the mountains, pay all the expences of our 
army, from the day that the anſwer was given 
to our ambaſſadors by the king of China, 
and two millions of gold, for the ranſom of 
their king. To theſe propoſitions Tamerlane 
anſwered, That he would keep every thing he 
was in poſſeſſion of in the country, being 
lawfully his, as acquired by his arms; and 
the river where he was encamped, ſhould be 


the boundary. That the king of China ſhould 


reimburſe his expences, and pay him yearly 
three hundred thouſand crowns at Paquinfu, 
as an acknowledgement of his being tributa- 
ry as well for himſelf as his ſucceſſors, and 
likewiſe ſend his brother and twelve of the 
principal perſons of his kingdom, every year 
to that city when the tribute was paid, as a 


ſurety of peace. The Chineſe were brought fo 


low, that they were glad tohear we would leave 
them what yet remained in their poſſeſſion, 
ſo firmly did they believe all loſt, diſaſters 
coming upon them from all parts, their beſt 
men dead, and thoſe that remained, quite 


difpirited, their king a priſoner, two battles 


loſt, two of the chief cities of the kingdom 
taken, and the moſt diFcult paſſes forced; 


for which reaſons, they accepted the condi- 


tions 


&.- mThe L1I-F.E of 


tions of peace the conqueror offered them, in 
hopes, that time and opportunity would 
reſtore their ancient liberty. 


The prince ſent two thouſand horſe to 
bring back the king of China, that being at 
liberty, he might ſolemnly ſwear to the 
peace at Paquinfn, where the prince deſired 
him to come. The king brought with him 
from Pekin, his eldeſt fon and brother, a- 
mongft the hoſtages, and the treaty was ra- 
tifked with great ſolemnity ; and as ſoon as 
this important affair was finiſhed, the prince 
diſpatched a courier, to acquaint the great 
cham with the happy ſucceſs of our affairs. 
When this news arrived at the emperor's 
court, many ſaid on this occaſion, we had 
loſt a fair opportunity of making ourſelves 
intire maſters of the kingdom of China *, 

but 


* Plutarch makes the following remark upon 
the Thebans being ſtruck out of the general peace 
amongſt the Grecians by Ageſilaus: “ That this war 
« was undertaken more by paſſion than judgment, 
« the event did prove, for the treaty was finiſned 
cc the fourteenth of May, and the Lacedæ monians 
< received their 27 overthrow. at Leuctræ the 
fifth of . Life Agel laus, tranſ. by Need- 
ham. 

Ageſilaus was eſteemed a ſtubborn refractory man, 
and inſatiable of war. And all this to retrieye the 
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but theſe court critics did not conſider the 
difficulties we had ſti l to encounter, and that 
it was better to be ſatisfied with a part, 
which might eaſily be preſerved, than puſh 
things to extremity ; for in this caſe, ſuch 
unforeſeen events oftentimes ariſe, as oc- 
caſions the loſs of the whole. The prince 
was king of China in effect, having in his 
poſſeſſion, two of the ſineſt cities in the king- 
dom, a great number of the leſſer order, 
and one hundred leagues of country. His 
conqueſts were bounced by a river, of which 
he was maſter, and by which, he could eaſi- 
ly enter the enemy's country ; but the Chineſe 
could not attack us, without paſſing the 


river by force, which was not difficult to 
guard. 


The prince left Odmer to command in Chi- 


ad, with thirty thouſand horſe, and fifty 
thouſand foot; and recommended to his care 


poor city of Meſſenia, after he had loſt fo great an 


empire, both by ſea and land, as the Spartans were 


poſſeſſed of, when he came to the crown. Need- 


 bam's tranſl. 


The fatal battle of Pultowa, and all the misfor- 
tunes that attended it, were the conſequences of 
the king of Sweden's obſtinacy, in refuſing honour- 
able propoſals of peace, offered to him by the czar 


of Miſcovy. 


the 


& 1 TW E TEE of 
the Chineſe lord, who had ſhown ſo much 
zeal for his ſervice, and whoſe brother he 
took with him to Sachetay, and there gave 
him a good eſtate. When Odmar took leave 
of the prince, he bowed ſo very low, that Ta- 
merlene in raiſing him up, ſaid: © I ſee thou 
e art at preſent become a Chineſe, for thou 
e adores me as they do their king. The 
« adoration I would have from thee, is the 
e performance of my orders. I deſire to 
« have the worſhip of God eſtabliſhed 
« in my new conqueſts, and after that my 
authority. Thou knoweſt this country, 
«© and theſe people, better than me, remem- 
ber always they have been conquered by 
« the ſword, and do not expect to find thoſe 
faithful, whom fear, not affection, keeps 
in obedience, I wiſh thee well.” 


Our army,in which were a great many ſick, 
ſet out on their return, and the third day's. 


march, we had news of the forces that were 


coming to join us, whom Tamerlane ordered 
to Cambalu, the emperor being on his jour- 
ney for that place, to receive his nephew. 
Odmar being ſeparated from the prince, Axal- 
la became his principal favourite, to whom 
he gave the command of his army, and 
granted 
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granted appointments of two thouſand 
Crowns a year. 


Tamerlane having advice of the emperor's 
arrival at Cambalu, put his army into quarters 
> of refreſhment, in a fine country, and con- 
tinued his journey to that place, near which 
he was met by the emperor on horſeback, 
who received the prince with great joy and 
aaffection, and afterwards called for his daugh- 
ter, whoſe chariot coming up, the great 

cham went into his own, and ordered the 

princeſs to come to him. Tamerlane made a 

preſent to the emperor of the richeſt chariots 

and fineſt horſes he had taken from the ene- 
my SAVE an advantageous account of every 
one's behaviour, and preſented Calibes to him, 
who was rewarded with one hundred thou- 
ſand crowns addition to his penſion. Axalla 
was alſo preſented to the old prince,who being 
informed of his courage and conduct, receiv- 
cd him in a moſt gracious manner, and aſ- 
ſigned him on the revenue of the empire, a 
penſion of one hundred thouſand gold Tarta- 
lines, and further rewarded him with a princi- 
© pality, to ſhow his ſervices were highly valued. 
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7 he war againſt Bajazet, emperor of the Turks. 


\Manuzr the Greek emperor ſent am- 
4 baſſadors to Tamerlane at Cambalu, to 
propoſe a treaty of alliance, and defire his 
aſſiſtance againſt Bajazet emperor of the 
Turks, who was preparing to beſiege Conſtan- 
tinople', which treaty was agreed to by our 
prince, who immediately after ſent ambaſſa- 
dors to deſire Bajazet not to moleſt the Greek 
emperor, his ally. Bajazet demanded of the 
ambaſſadors, what buſineſs Tamerlane had 
with his affairs? and bid them tell their maſ- 
ter, he muſt not think of impoſing laws on 
him, who was not born his ſubject; which 
anſwer was ſo highly reſented by the prince, 
that he diſmiſſed the Greek ambaſſadors, with 
aſſurances of aſliſtance, and ſent Axalla into 
Sachetay, to aſſemble his forces, and have 
them ready to march the following ſpring. 
Tamerlane obtained of the emperor for this 
war, fourſcore thouſand horſe, and one hun- 
dred thouſand foot, and expected as great 
an army from Sachetay ; twenty thouſand men 
of his new ſubjects, commanded by the Chi- 


Ty 
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neſe lord, fifteen thouſand Myſcovite horſe, 
and alſo the aſſiſtance of many great lords, 
who intended to follow him with their vaſſals 
as volunteers. With theſe formidable forces 
he hoped to deliver Emanuel from the tyranny 
of Bajazet, who had lately defeated the 


Greeks, and reduced their affairs to a very 
bad condition, 


Alralla having acquainted the prince, that 
= every thing was ready, he departed for the 
= army, leaving the princeſs with her father, as 
© a conſolation to him, in his old age. We 
= were conducted from Cambalu, by the whole 
town, with all the marks of affection a loy- 
al people could ſhew to their prince, who in- 
2 deed deſerved this attachment, by his noble 
and generous behaviour to all around him. 
For in his court poverty was not any diſad- 
vantage to men of merit. On the contrary, 
whenever he heard of any man, remarkable 
for his virtue and wiſdom, this prince would 
ſend for him, converſe familiarly with him, and 
ay, My friend, permit me to give thee a ſhare 
of my fortune, and do thou beſtow part of 
thy wiſdom on me, a treaſure of much more 
value than mine. 


5 Tamer- 
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Tamerlaue made Axalla lieutenant genera! 
of his army, the prince of Tanars general 
of the foot, and gave to Calibes the command 
of the rear guard; and having made theſe 
promotions, left his forces at Ozara, which 
was the general rendezvous of the army, and 
went to Samarcand, the place of his birth, and 
there ſtaid a month, 


The Othomans at this time, not only gave 
jealouſy to their neighbours by the ſucceſs 
of their arms, but aſtoniſhed the world with 
their ſudden greatneſs, being come in a little 
time, from a mean beginning, to a great em- 
pire; and as they were a people without faith 
or honour, the prince reſolved to attack them 
in their new conqueſts, and not wait till they 


* When princes make oaths and treaties ſubſer- 
vient to their conveniency, they become odious to 
good men, and juſtly ſuſpected of their neighbours, 
who take all opportunities of humbling them, 28 
the only means of guarding themſelves againſt men 
who have neither faith or honour. 

When Phzbidas the Spartan, in full peace, did 
very diſhonourably ſeize upon Cadmea, a caſtle be- 
longing to Thebes, the thing was much ſtomached 
by all Greece. Plutar. life of Ageſilaus, tranſ. 6 
Needham. CENTS YO PHO! | 

_ Whilſt Aze/ilaus was attempting the conqueſt of 
_ Thebes, and deſtruction of Meſſene, he had almoſt 

Toft Sparta itſelf, but did really loſe the government 
of Greece, Necdbam's tranſe 


Came 
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came to terminate the diſpute betwixt them 
on his territories, and at his expence. Ta- 
merlane ated in this manner by the advice of 
Aralla, who then governed every thing, 
which raiſed envy and jealouſy in the gran- 
dees of the court; but he had done ſo many 
ſervices, and had ſo happy a manner of pleaſ- 
ing accompanied with great honour, that he 
maintained himſelf againſt all thoſe who 
envied him, and was in as high favour wick 
the old emperor as his maſter. With this 
great authority, Axalla was courteous, hu- 
mane and ready to ſerve every body, had no 
little views of his own, but conſtantly pro- 
ofed great and honourable enterprizes to his 
maſter, and ſurpaſſed all the princes that at- 
$ tended Tamerlane, in magnificence and gene- 
I rofity. I was one day preſent when the 
prince reprimanded him for his too great hu- 
& mility; to which he anſwered, That it was his 
| maſter who was to act the great man, and 
{ his buſineſs to ſhew he was a ſlave and a ſer- 
& vant; that as a majeſtic deportment was 
myo becoming in the prince, ſo humility was de- 
cent in him; and added, © It is of no conſe- 
| ; 3 quence what part I act, be it humble or 
ſerious, provided I ſerve you well. If I 
* behaved with haughtineſs, I ſhould be- 
come odious to the grandees of your court, 
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« and you would loſe their affection. - I 
« would have them reſpect me, for being a 
«© good ſervant, and not for my looks.” 


Upon advice that Bajazet was marching to 
Conſtantinople, and already advanced into the 
leſſer Afa, Tamerlane returned to Ozara, and 
called a council of war, where it was reſolved 
to march by the ſtreights of Capha, Trebiſond 
and Georgia; and that way enter the territo- 
ries of the Othomans; and this reſolution 
taken, a kinſman of Axalla was diſpatched, 
to acquaint the Greekemperor with our coming 
to his aſſiſtance. 


After the accuſtomed ceremonies and 
prayers to God, we marched to Maranis, 
where the army ſtaid three days for the for- 
ces commanded by the Chineſe lord, and the 
Muſcovite troops that were upon their march 
to join us; and during this time, the prince 
ordered a prodigious quantity of proviſions, 
and all our heavy baggage, to be ſent by the 
Caſpian ſea, we being obliged to march twen- 
ty leagues thro' a deſert, where was neither 
proviſions nor freſh water. 
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The prince ſtaid at Sarg/ich, till his army 
paſſed the river * Edel at Mechet, on bridges 
of boats, and there we had advice of Baja- 
zet's march to beſiege Conſtantinople, having 
reduced all Bythinia, and fortified Burſa. 
This prince exerciſed all ſorts of cruelties in 
the towns and countries that he conquered, 
which terrified their neighbours in ſuch a 
manner, that they voluntarily ſubmitted to 
be tributary to him. Amongſt others, the 
city of Capha paid him tribute, which highly 
offended the prince, who ſent Axalla, a native 
of the place, and deſcended from the houſe of 
the Paliologi, to ſummon the inhabitants to 
come and give an account of their conduct. 
The people in great conſternation at this or- 
der, ſent the principal perſons of the town, 
to aſſure him that the neceſſity of the times 
obliged them to become tributary to Bejazet, 
for fear worſe evils might befal them; and 
Tamerlane, ſatisfied with this excuſe, gave the 
towns of Capha, Tana, Achees and Lopeſe, 
with their territories, to Axalla, who received 


this bounty with great ſatisfaction, as here he 


propoſed to fix his retreat, and yay the 
fruits of his labours. 
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The deſire of this lord to finiſh his days 
were he received his birth, gives us a lively 
inſtance, that there is not any thing fo dear 
to mankind as their native country; for we 
might have imagined Axalla at the height of 
His wiſhes in Tamerlane's court, yet we fee 
him prefer the narrow banks of the Palus 
Meotis, to the extenſive bounds of Scythia 
and China, and all the grandeur that attended 
his high fortune, * 


As we approached the holy mountains, the 
 Circaffians and Georgians received us with 
great courteſy, and brought proviſions for 
the army, and likewiſe, by the perſuaſions of 
Avxalla, a great number of their youth en- 
tered into the ſervice of the prince, they be- 
ing much efteemed for their courage and 
ſtrength ; and have often repulſed the Otho- 
man forces by their bravery, and the advan- 
tageous ſituation of their country, which is 
, of difficult accels. | 


The prince highly pleaſed with the genero- 
ſity of theſe people, gave particular orders, 
not todo them any damage; and his commands 
were ſo well obeyed, and diſcipline ſo exact- 
* obſerved, not only here, but during the 

whole 
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whole march, that none of the people thro? 


whoſe territories we paſſed, received the 
leaſt damage ; for if a ſoldier pulled an apple 
he was certain of being puniſhed with death; 
and to this I attribute, in ſome meaſure, the 
ſucceſs of our expedition; for we were aſſiſt- 
ed every where with all forts of proviſions. 
Here we had certain intelligence of the ſiege 
of Conſtantinople. 
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We reſted at Bachichich eight days, where 
ambaſſadors came from Guines, a Perſian 
prince, and preſented fine horſes to Tamer- 
lane, and in the name of their maſter, aſſur- 
ed him of ſucceſs in his undertaking, for 
Guines pretended to prophecy, and was a ce- 
lebrated aſtrologer ; and the prince in return, 
ſent. him a conſiderable quantity of fine furs, 


made, their arrears paid, and the troops per- 
formed their exerciſe before the prince, that 

© He might judge how military diſcipline was 
obſerved, in which he was very exact; and 
upon | theſe days talked familiarly with the 
— and exhorted them to do their duty. 


F rom Aae we . to Buſabuich, 
0 where Avalla, whom we had not ſeen in eight 
le 33 F 4 days, 


and ſome veſſels of gold, Whilſt we encamp- 
dd here, a general review of the army was 
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days, came to wait on the prince, with the 
agreeable news, that Bafazet had raiſed» the 
ſiege of Conſtantinople, to defend his new con- 
queſts, and drawn all his forces out of Greece, 
with an intention to give us battle. We ſtaid 
three days at Buſabuich, where the prince gave 
orders to have the frontiers well guarded, and 
the troops neareſt the enemy always on horſe- 
back; which certainly was acting with great 
prudence, for when princes are upon the 
point of trying ſuch uncertain events as bat- 
tles, they ought to ſecure with great care 
what they have in poſſeſſion, leſt, in caſe of 
a defeat, the victorious enemy purſuing his 
good fortune, ſhould totally ruin the affairs 
of the vanquiſhed, there being no means of 
ſtopping the career of the conqueror, or any 
place of ſafety to which the conquered can 
retreat. Tamerlane likewiſe aſſembled all his 
oficers of diſtinction, to acquaint them with 
his deſigns, and have their opinions, which 
compliment he conſtantly paid them before 
an action, and as we had troops of different 


nations in our army, and many great gene- 
rals that came as our allies, to theſe Tamer- 
lane was particularly affable, with them he 


laid aſide his gravity, and gave them enter- 


tainments where we reſted. 
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From Buſabuich, we marched to Gianich, 
having paſſed the Enphrotes at Gorge, and 
here we received advice, that Bejazet's army 
was but thirty leagues from us. All the 
towns on our. rout that ſurrendered imme- 
diately, were treated with great goodneſs, 
but the Turtiſb inhabitants of thoſe that re- 
fuſed to ſubmit, were ſeverely puniſhed, and 
the Chriſtians ſet at liberty in the name of 
the Greek emperor, it heing Tamerlane's deſign 
to reſtore this prince to every thing the Ortho- 
mans had taken from him in 4/2, and chaſtiſe 
Bajazet for his horrid cruelties, and attack- 


ing his. ally unjuſtly. 


The army, full of joy and hopes, marched 
from Gianich, and Axalla, who commanded 


the vanguard, ordered four thouſand Par- 


thian horſe, under the command of the 


prince of Ciarcian, to get intelligence of the 
enemy, which this general effected by ſur- 


prizing of Sanas, for there he was informed, 
that the Turkiſh army was encamped at Ta- 
baya. The prince upon this advice, rejo]- 
ved to wait for the enemy in the fine plains 


where he was encamped, Which were fit ior 


his order of battle; for tho* our army was 


poſed 


more numerous than Bajazet's, it was com- 
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poſed of many different nations, which ob- 
liged Tamerlane' to act with great caution, as 
he had not to fight againſt the Chineſe, a ſoft 
effeminate people, but ſoldiers accuſtomed 
to battles and ſtratagems of war. 


Bajazet's army making a motion to ſur- 
round our detachment, the prince of Ciarcian 
ſet fire to the place, and retreated to a valley 
covered with wood; and a body of two thou- 
ſand horſe being detached from the Ot bo- 
man army, in purſuit of our troops, the Par- 
thian general let them paſs, then charged the 
Turks in the rear, routed them, and took 


the baſhaw of Natolia who commanded the 
detachment priſoner. When this general was 


preſented to the prince, Tamerlane aſked him, 
if he thought Bajaget intended to give him 
battle? to which the baſhaw anſwered, there 


is not any thing he defires ſo much; and beg- 


ged the favour to aſſiſt his lord on that day. 
To which the prince ſaid, < I give thee leave; 
« and tell thy lord, thou haſt ſeen me, and 


*© that | ſhall fight on horſeback, in the place 


„ where he will ſee the green ſtandard.” 


Bajazet being encamped the next day at a 


league's diſtance from us, the following night 
ſeemed tedious to our whole army, who em- 


ployed 
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ployed themſelves in reaſoning according to 
their inclinations and paſſions. The Sqthians 

greedy of gain, hoped to get great riches by 

the victory over the Othomans. The Parthians, 
ambitious of rule and dominion, and proud 
of the honour and glory of their nation, flat- 

tered themſelves with conquering the only 
people that could diſpute with them the em- 
pire of Alia, and the Chriſtians aſſured them- 
ſelves of being victorious over their moſt in- 
veterate enemy. The prince went privately 
round the camp, liſtning to theſe things, and 
joyful to hear that the whole army had hopes 
of gaining the victory. I attended him, and 
he did me the honour to tell me, that the 
night before the battle with the Muſcovites, 
he did not perceive any body ſlept, but ſung 
ſongs all the night, This, ſaid the prince, at 
t that time, flattered me with hopes of ſucceſs, 
e and I have the ſame agreeable pleaſure at 
$6,prefent.” -. 4 
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After the ſecond watch, Tamerlane returned 
to his tent, and laid himſelf down on a car- 
pet to ſleep, but the important buſineſs of 

the next day not permitting him to cloſe his 
| 5 eyes, he ordered me to give him a book 

1 that contained the lives of his anceſtors, and 
other great men, in which he read an account 


of 


56 Te Er of 
of his grandfather's loſing a battle to the Per- 
fans, by attacking the enemy imprudently, 
and ſolely confiding in the valour of his 
troops. When he had finiſhed this part of his 
grandfather's hiſtory, he commanded me to 
read it to him again, at the ſame time ſaying, 
he always read this paſſage before a battle; 
that he might by his prudence and temper 
avoid falling into an error equally fatal as 
that committed by his grandfather, who be- 
ing encamped in an advantageous place, quit- 
ted it to attack the enemy, who was ſtrongly 
poſted, and notwithſtanding the remonſtrances 
made againſt it by his faithful ſervants, was 
5 deaf to their good counſel. Then aſking if 
it was day, called the chief chamberlain, and 
gave him orders to ſend for Axalla, and the 
other principal officers, with whom he con- 
ſulted a little time, then got on horſeback, 
and commanded every body to mount. 


At this inſtant, advice was Wbt that the 
enemy advanced in order of battle; upon 
which Tamerlane detached three thouſand 
horſe to ſkirmiſh with the O:homans, whilſt 
he viewed their order. The Turk; infantry 
called janiſſaries were in the centre, and on 
the right and left wing a good body of horſe, 
my another great body of horſe, more ad- 

vanced, 
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vanced, covered the janiſſaries, and a ſecond 
line of common foot. Theſe janiſſaries are a 
body of faithful ſoldiers, brought up in mili* 
tary exerciſes from their youth, the fineſt and 
ſtrongeſt men that can be found, indifferently 
choſen out of all nations in their infancy, 
and eſteemed invincible, from being educated 
together. Of theſe there were thirty thou- 
ſand, in whom Bajazet placed his greateſt 
hopes. Our army was drawn up in the fol- 
lowing manner. The advanced guard con- 
ſiſted of forty thouſand horſe of our beſt 
troops in the centre, and fifty thouſand foot 
in each wing, the horſe commanded by the 
prince of Ciarcian, and the foot by lord Sy- 
nopes of Genoa. The vanguard was compoſed 
of fifty thouſand horſe, commanded by Axal- 
la, the main battle conſiſted of fourſcore 
thouſand horſe, led by the prince, and ſuſ- 
tained by one hundred thouſand foot, com- 
manded by the prince of Tanaris, The rear- 
guard conſiſted of forty thouſand horle, and 
fifty thouſand foot, commanded by Calves. 


Every thing being diſpoſed in order, we 
waited quietly in our poſts the coming of the 
Othomans, who advanced with a great noiſe. 
The forty thouſand horſe commanded by 
the prince of Ciarcian, were totally defeated, 

after 
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after they had routed the body of horſe that 
covered the janiflaries, and pierced into the 
middle of that formidable infantry, where 
Bajazet fought in perſon, and where the 
prince of Ciarcian gloriouſly died. Upon 
this the prince ordered Axalla to move; who 
charged one of the wings of the enemy's ar- 
my, cut it to pieces, and without amuſing 
himſelf with the run-aways, ordered the in- 
fantry to join him, and attacked the janiſſa- 
ries. The combat had laſted an hour, when 
the prince perceiving his foot begin to give 
ground, ordered the fatigued troops to move 
to the right and left, and the infantry under 
the command of the prince of Tanais to ad- 
vance. This body of freſh men attacked 
the janiſſaries with great fury, who had al- 
ready ſupported the whole burthen of the 
day, and whom we conquered ſolely by num- 
bers, for they performed all that men are 
capable of doing, to ſave the perſon of their 
prince, The troops of the prince of Ciarcian 
being rallied, Tamerlane joined them to his 
vanguard, and ordered Axa/la to attack the 
enemy on the right, whilſt he attacked them 
on the left, which compleated the victory. 
Bajozet being wounded, retreated out of the 
body of the JanifAaries, and was taken Pt 


ſoner by Axalla. 0 2 
To 
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To the good conduct of Temerlane, and his 


prudent method of wearying the Othoman 


troops, we owed the victory, for if our whole 
force had acted together, the great multi- 
tude would have thrown every thing into 
confuſion; but by this manner of ſuccouring 
his troops, he made every one uſeful, and 
like a great captain, judged exactly of the 
proper time to give this aſſiſtance. The deſ- 
pot of Servia, a chriſtian, was taken priſoner, 
and received very kindly by the prince, who 
modeſtly complained of that prince's fighting: 


for Bajazet againſt him, who came to aſſiſt 


the Greek emperor. The deſpot anſwered, 
it was not his inclination, but the proſperity 
of Bajazet, to whom every thing ſubmitted, 
which obliged him for his own ſafety to take 
up arms in his favour. Tamerlane ſatisfied 
with this excuſe, gave him his liberty. 


Bajazet's wound being dreſſed, he was 
brought before the conqueror, and aſked, 


why, without reaſon or juſtice, he endeavour- 


ed to bring under his ſubjection the emperor 
of Greece? To which he anſwered; The deſire 
of glory and dominion, But why, ſaid the 
prince, did you act with fo much cruelty, 
neither ſparing age or ſex ? I do this, replied 

2 Bajazet, 
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Bajazet, to give a greater terror to "oy ene- 
mies. Tamerlane diſpleaſed with theſe ſavage 
anſwers, ordered him to be taken away, and 
turning to his officers ſaid, See there a proud 
and inſolent man, who deſerves to be cruelly 
puniſhed, as an example to other tyrants. I 
confeſs God hath this day put a great enemy 
into my hands. Let us return him thanks; 
Which was inſtantly done, it being yet day. 
We loſt a great many officers of rank in this 
battle, and the Olhomans molt of their gene- 
rals; we had above twenty thouſand men 
killed, and the enemy ſixty thouſand. The 
body of the prince of Ciarcian was found in 
the midſt of the janiſſaries, which Tamerlane 
ordered to be embalmed and ſent to Samar- 
.cand, and the reſt of the dead interred with 
great ſolemnity at Sanas. | 


This day ſets in a full light the inconſtancy 
of human affairs; for but one day before, 
who was equal to the emperor Bajazet, above 
fortune, as he vainly imagined, and yet'a few 
hours tumbles him down from this monſtrous 
height, he becomes a priſoner, and ſees all 
his mighty empire loſt. Our prince, whoſe 
foul was caft in a nobler mould, never ap- 
peared haughty but in the day of battle, to 
give a weight to his eee at all, other 

| times, 
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times, he was affable, humane and humble *. 
As his affairs were always proſperous, it is 
not in my power to give an account of his be- 
haviour in adverſity, but it is to be preſumed 
that thoſe who can bear proſperity without 
pride and arrogance, are never dejected in 
adverſity. 


The prince ſent to the emperor one of his 
favourites, with the news of the victory, 
and alſo the ſabre and bow of Bajazet, with 
the furniture of his horſe, which were valued 

at two hundred thouſand ducats. Axalla was 
likewiſe detached with forty thouſand horſe, 
and one hundred thouſand foot, in purſuit 


Primus Antonius nequa quam pari innocentia poſt 
Cremonam (exciſam) agebat; ſatigactum bello ratus, 
= ſeu feliatas in tali ingenio avaritiam, ſuperbiam cæte- 
ragque occulta mala, pateficit. Tac. H. 3. Antony, 
„ after the deſtruction of Cremona, behaved no 
„ longer with diſcretion and moderation; whether 
c he conſidered the war as ended; or that proſpe- 
= © rity diſcloſed his avarice, antbition and other hi- 
„ therto-concealed vices.” | _ 

As he (Edward III.) was never too much elated 
in proſperity, ſo in adverſity he never ſuffered him- 


laeſs in his loſing the provinces, which had coſt him 

ſo much toil and treaſure, than in his victories, 

E which had gained him the poſſeſſion of them. H. of 
. tr. 2 Tindal. | 
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2 ſelf to be caſt down. His moderation appeared no 
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of the ſhattered remains of Bajazer army 
which retired to Burſa, but at the approach 
of our general fled with the utmoſt precipita- 
tion to Gallipoli, where the Othomans paſſed 
the Helleſpont, and retreated to Adrianople. 


Tamerlane had advice from Axalla, of his 
taking Burſa by capitulation, and that Ema- 
nuel, the Greek Emperor, had ſent the moſt il- 
luſtrious perſons of his court ambaſſadors 
to the prince, whom he had prevented from 
going further; and in anſwer had orders to 
deſire them to ſtay at Burſa, till Tamerlane's 
arrival at that place, where our army ſoon 
after encamped. | 


After the uſual ceremonies, the ambaſſa- 
dors offered, in the name of their maſter, to 
| ſubject his empire to Tamerlane, and become 
his faithful vaſſal, as the ſaving of his coun- 
try from the greateſt of miſeries could only 
be recompenced by the offer of his own life, 
and the lives of his people, to be dedicated to 
the ſervice of the prince ; for the Greeks ima- 
gined Tamerlane would take this opportunity 
or making himſelf maſter of ſo delicate a 
morſel as their empire, therefore prudently 
offered it to him, as a recompence for his 

| ſer- 
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ſervices . The prince, with a look full of 
_ goodneſs, anſwered them: That he was not 
come fo far, and had not taken ſo much 
| pains to conquer lands, ſuch an object being 


too mean a prize for ſo many dangers, but 
to make his name famous throughout the 
world, by ſhewing to all mankind, that he 


vas come to ſuccour his friend and ally, at his 


requeſt, and with the aſſiſtance of God had 


| happily ſucceeded in it. That he would 


never make ſo great a breach in his reputa- 


tion, as to have it ſaid with juſtice, he invad- 


ed and ſeized the kingdom of his friend, un- 
der pretence of aſſiſting him, but would leave 
engraven on the minds of the Greek empe- 
ror's poſterity, the ſervices he had done him 


and his people. As for his part he was con- 
tent with the honour of the action, wiſhed 
| him a long life to reign over his ſubjects, and 


* The Romans ſetting the Greeks at liberty, ſtrikes 


the imagination at firſt view with ſomething great 


and noble, which upon examination appears to be 
the baſe deſign of humbling Philip king of Macedon, 


aud diſuniting the Greeks, to make the way more 


eaſy to univerſal monarchy. Whereas this action 
of Tamerlane's being intirely diſintereſted, hath all 
the beauty true greatneſs can give. 


How brilliant ſoever an action may be, it ought 


{| not to paſs for great, when it is not the effect of a 
= great deſign. Rochefaucault's maxims tr. from the Fr, 
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hoped he would never fall into the like miſ- 
fortune any more. - 


One of the ambaſſadors returned to the 
Greek emperor with this agreeable news, for 
which great rejoicings were made in Conſtan- 
tinople, and Emanuel reſolved to come in per- 
ſon, and thank the prince for a generoſity ſo 
uncommon, and of ſuch a nature, that I be- 
lieve few princes would imitate ſo great an 
example; for a Tamerlane ſeldom appears in 
the world. Tamerlane having notice of Ema- 
nuel's coming, ſent Axalla to meet that prince 
and conduct him to Burſa, and upon his arrival 
near the city, went to meet him with great 
magnificence, and when the emperor return- 
ed home, conducted him out of the town. 


Tamerlane had a great inclination to ſee 
Conſtantinople, but deſired to go as a private 
perſon, which affair was ſo well managed by 
Axalla, that the prince was received with 
great eaſe and familiarity, conducted every 
where in a private manner, and had ſhewn to 
him every thing eſteemed rare and curious ; 
the Greek emperor ſtudying all methods to 
make the place agreeable to his deliverer, and 
thoſe that attended him. Tamerlane having 
paſſed ſix days here, greatly to his ſatisfaction, 
re- 
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returned to his army, and ſince that time hath 


often ſaid, Conſtantinople oughtto be the capital 


of the world, on account of its noble and con- 
venient ſituation; and that art ſeemed to ri- 
val nature, in making this city perfectly 
compleat, by magnificent gardens, beautiful 
temples, fine kiltorical columns, and the obe- 
liſks ſo admirable for their height, which 
the emperor Conſtantine brought from E Gr. 


All the places being delivered to the 
Greeks which the Othomans had taken from 


them in Aſia, and a ſtrict friendſhip ſworn 
betwixt the two princes, we thought of fi- 
niſhing our deſigns, Tamerlane reſolving to 
make the ſoldan of Egypt feel the weight of 
his arms, for giving aſſiſtance to Bajazet, 
that all the world might know he was a faith- 
ful friend, and a dangerous enemy. 


CH AP. V. 
Maur with the ſoldan of Egypt. 


Fter a ſtay of twenty days at Burſa we 

begun our march towards the frontiers 
of the Mamalukes, being joined' by ten thou- 
land Grecian horſe, commanded by Androni- 
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cus Paltologus, nephew to the Greek emperor; 
and that nothing might be wanting to com- 
pleat the prince's happineſs, before our depar- 
ture an expreſs arrived with news, that the 
great cham was in good health, and the 
princeſs brought to bed of a ſon. 


It being eight monthg ſince we left Samar- 
cand, many in our army ſhewed publicly 
their uneaſineſs, that the prince did not re- 


turn home; for which reaſon, when we ar- 


rived at Caliſtria, a general review was order- 
ed, and the prince ſpoke to the Parthians, 
in the following manner. * Countrymen 
and fellow ſoldiers, if you are tired with 
ce following my victorious enſigns, and re- 
„ turn home, remember it will be ſaid, that 
* Tamerlane your emperor, deſerted by his 
On ſubjects, compleated his conqueſts by 
the bravery of another nation; what an 
infamy will this bring upon our country, 
« at preſent ſo glorious ; I cannot, I ought 
„not to imagine, you deſire any ſuch thing, 
< but rather are willing to attack the Mama- 
&* Jukes, who lately joined the Othomans to 
ruin us, than ſuffer me to conquer with 
„the Scythians and my allies, whilſt you re- 
4 poſe yourſelves on beds of down, and tar- 
« h the Slam 5. you have acquired.” The 
| prince 
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prince had no ſooner finiſhed his diſcourſe, 


than they all cried out, That as they had fol- 


| lowed him to China, they were ready to fol- 
low him all over the world ; but begged he 
would have ſome regard to their age and 


wounds; which Tamerlane promiſed. He 


did not ſpeak to the Scythians, for they were 


glad to have this ſuperiority over the Par- 


 thians; and as the principal force of Tamer- 


lanes army conſiſted in theſe two nations, he 
prudently cheriſhed an emulation betwixt 
them. Before our army moved from Caliſ- 
tria, the prince gave orders, that proper care 
ſhould be taken of the ſick and wounded, 
and the treaſurer diſtribute a Sum of money 
to each ſoldier above his common pay. 


As our numerous army could not long ſub- 
fiſt in Syria, the ſoldan of Egypt reſolved to 
put good garriſons into his ſtrong towns, 
cover his country with his army, and care- 


fully avoid a general action, in hopes of ruin- 
ing us by delay. On our fide we endeavoured 
to oblige the Mamalukes to change their mea- 
ſures, and to gain our point marched thro” 
Caramania, directly to Gevolach, which ſepa- 
rates the Turkiſh empire from the ſoldan's, 
and had been taken by the Turks, but reſtored 
again, on condition of the Mamaluſtes ſend- 
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veſted the town with the vanguard, and the 
prince ſoon after coming up with the reſt of 
the army, ordered this general to march to 


Aeppo, whilſt he beſieged the place, which 
was well defended, for the garriſon, amongſt 
other feats, bravely repulſed our firſt aſſault, 
and killed us twelve hundred men. 


Whilſt our prince was employed before 
Gevolach, he had intelligence that the ſoldan 


was advancing towards him with ſeventy thou- 
ſand horſe, and one hundred thouſand foot. 


Tamerlane, without waiting ſor any further 
advice, left the care of the ſiege to the princeof 


Tanais, with thirty thouſand men, and marched 


directly to Aleppo, with the reſt of his forces, 
and when he arrived there, ordered Axallu to 
move forward with the vanguard, and fix 


hours after followed himſelf. 


Axalla having detached fifteen hundred 
horſe to get intelligence, they were ſurpriſed 
by the enemy, and moſt of them cut in pieces; 
for the Mamalukes thinking they had only to 
deal with the troops at Aleppo, advanced with 
ſuch diligence, that Axalla found himſelf in 


preſence of the enemy, when he did not ex- 


pect it. He acquainted the prince, that he 


95 could 
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could not avoid engaging, but hoped by an 
advantageous poſt he had taken, to give him 
time to come up. Our general attacked the 
enemy by detachments as they came down a 
great hill to range their army in order of bat- 
tle, and in this manner, amuſed them near 
three hours, when Calibes appeared with a re- 


inforcement of twenty thouſand horſe, ſent 


by the prince, and then attacked the Mama- 
Iukes in form. After the ſucceſs had been 
various for ſome time, Andronicus was kill- 
ed, Axalla ſlightly wounded and taken priſo- 
ner, and our troops begun to give way on 
all ſides. At this critical juncture our army 
appeared, and ten thouſand. horſe attacked 
the Mamalukes, whilſt the prince advanced 
with the reſt of his horſe and foot ; upon 
which the ſoldan perceiving too late that 
all our forces were come up, retreated. 
Axalla eſcaped on foot from the ſoldier who 
made him priſoner, and we purſued the ene- 
my three leagues. The ſoldan had three 


horſes killed under him in the battle, and 


bravely performed the duty of a general and 


ſoldier on this occaſion, but he committed a 


great fault in not having better intelligence of 


our army. I muſt likewiſe acknowledge, 
that Tamerlane's ſending the vanguard to ſuch 


a diſtance from the reſt of his forces, is not 
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to be juſtified z and that the prince would 
have found the effects of his raſhneſs very 
fatal, if Axalla had not, by his prudent con- 
duct, extricated him out of this difficulty. 
There died on the field of battle above four- 
ſcore thouſand men on both ſides. Of perſons 
of diſtinction, we only loſt Andronicus and 
three Parthian generals. The prince ſent 
couriers to his allies with news of this victo- 
ry, and compliments of condolence to the 
Greek emperor for the loſs of Andronicus, 
and ordered the prince of Tanais to- put the 
garriſon of Gevolach to the ſword, which 
was executed, the place being taken by ſtorm. 


* The ſoldan in his retreat burnt and ſpoil- 
ed every thing, which ſoon reduced our nu- 
merous army to want proviſions. In this 
emergency, the prince ſent away the uſeleſs 
mouths, and divided his army into three 
parts. He commanded. the firſt diviſion in 
perſon, Axalla the ſecond, and Calibes the 


It was reſolved, that if the Spaniards made a de- 
ſcent, the country about them ſhould be laid waſte, 
that they might have nothing to ſubſiſt upon, but 
whit they brought from the fleet. This was the 
courſe taken by Francis I. in Provence, againſt 
Charles V. with ſucceſs that anſwered his expecta- 
tions. Rapin's Hiſtory of England, tr. by Tindal, 
The reign of Queen Eliz, . 
B | laſt; 
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laſt; who was ordered to march along the 
banks of the river Euphrates, and ſubdue that 
part of the country. The prince marched 
along the ſea coaſt, and Axalla on the fide of 
Arabia; and by the good diſcipline that was 
kept, we had ſufficient proviſion for the * 
and good 888 for the horſes. 

- The maritime towns ſubmitted to the 
prince, but we were obliged to beſiege Dama/- 
cus, which made a brave defence, and when 
the town was taken, the garriſon retired into 
an impregnable caſtle, where they ſoon want- 
ed proviſions, and demanded to capitulate ; 
but the prince refuſing to give them any con- 
ditions, and neceſſity obliging them to ſur- 
render at diſcretion, they were all put to the 
ſword, or made ſlaves. 


From hence we marched by Corazin to Mi- 
ſeril, where we received orders not to paſs 
the Jordan, to preſerve the country on the 
oppoſite ſide of the river, which furniſhed us 
with proviſions in abundance. Tamerlane 
guarded by a body of horſe, went from hence 
to Jeruſalem, to viſit the ſepulchre of Chriſt, 
which is held in great veneration by all nations, 


viewed and conſidered a long time the ruins 
of Solomon's temple, and was afterwards con- 


ducted 


92 The LIFE of 
ducted to all the places where Chriſt had 


6 KL . 


preached, in the ſame manner as the pil- 
grims ; and when he came to the ſepulchre, 


preſented rich gifts, and demanded of the 
guardians, where was the body of their Lord? 
They anſwered, In heaven, at the right 
hand of God. He then aſked, where was the 
ſeat of the prophet ? ? The cherit who was near 
the prince, ſaid, That Chriſt was the true ſon 
of God, and as he deſcended from heaven, to 
heaven he was returned, and held the firſt 
place, being there before the prophet. The 
prince then kneeled down and prayed, and 

from that time had the name of Chriſt in great 
veneration, and took a pleaſure in hearing of 
his miracles. 


From Miferil the army marched to Terna, 
where we had advice that the ſoldan having 
made a feint to retreat into Arabia, turned 
ſuddenly towards Egypt, and- was arrived at 


Alexandria, and there aſſembling troops from 


all parts. We had orders to march from hence 
to Damietta, which was reported to be impreg- 
nable, from the ſtrength of its fortifications, 


and the numerous qarrifoit in the place; for 


which reaſon, ſeveral of our generals adviſed 
the prince to march higher up, and not en- 


gage himſelf in a corner; but Tamerlane, who 


thought 
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thought nothing could withſtand his good 


fortune, commanded Axalla to inveſt the 


place with the vanguard, and followed with 


the reſt of the army. When Axalla ſum- 
moned the town, he privately remonſtrated to 
the inhabitants, of whom the greateſt part were 
chriſtians, the goodneſs and clemency of his 
maſter, and their wretched condition in be- 
ing obliged to obey Barbarians, Moors and 
Mamalukes; which wrought ſo effectually up- 
on them, that they took up arms in the 
night, and ſeized a gate, which they deliver- 
ed to our troops, who by this means became 
maſters of the town, and all the Mamalukes 
were put to the ſword, or made priſoners. 
This news was brought to the prince on our 
march, which cauſed great joy in the army 


for to have left betwixt the branches of the 


Nile ſach a city behind us, would infallibly 
have been our ruin, whereas, by being maſ- 
ters of this place, we had a good poſt to re- 


ceive proviſions from Greece, After this 
exploit, Lariſſa and all the little towns on 
the coaſt ſubmitted, which we garriſoned for 


the greater ſecurity of our convoys, the ſup- 
plying our army with proviſions being the 
magen object of Tamerlane. 


We 
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We marched from Damietia towards 
Alexandria, and when it was leaſt expected, 
paſſed the Nile, and directed our courſe to 
Cairo. This motion of ours ſurpriſed, but did 
not diſconcert the ſoldan, for he marched with 
ſo much diligence to Cairo, with an army 
of forty thouſand horſe, and ſixty thouſand 
foot, that he entered the place before we got 
before it, ſtrongly intrenched himſelf, and 
eſtabliſhed a free communication betwixt that 
city and Alexandria. This news ruined our 
meaſures; however, the prince advanced, and 
encamped near the enemy, and ſkirmiſhed 
frequently with them, to ſee if he could not 
provoke the Mamalukes to come out of the 
town, and try their fortune in a ſecond en- 
gagement; but finding they would not ſtir 
out of their intrenchments, called the princi- 
pal officers to a council of war, and ſpoke to 
them in the following manner: © As the 
town of Cairo was without a garriſon when 
« we paſſed the Nile, I with reaſon expected 
ce the place would ſurrender upon the firſt 
« ſummons, and propoſed there to make ma- 
« gazines, and refreſh my fatigued troops; 
but the unexpected arrival of the enemy 
4 hath put me under great difficulties ; for 
« here it is impoſſible to ſtay on account 
a © of the exceſſive heats and want of provi- 
4 „ ſions. 
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ſions. How ſhall we act on this occaſion ? 
« Muſt we bury our fame and all our victo- 


« ries, in ſo baſe a manner as that of re- 
« treating: before a beaten enemy? Or ſhall 
« we bravely attack their intrenchments, and 
% convince the Mamalukes, no ramparts are 
6 ſufficient to guard them againſt the intre-_ 
40 pidity of the Parthians ? Conſider what is 
« fit to be done.” The prince having ſpoke, 
all the captains were ſilent, not knowing what 
to adviſe on ſuch an important affair, eſpeci- 
cially as they had never attacked an army co- 


vered with intrenchments ; which Tamerlane 


obſerving, ordered Axalla to give his opinion, 


who ſaid, © My lord, what is it you demand of 


« us? Have you not had continual proofs of 


our bravery, and that we always preferred 


« your honour and reputation to our own 


lives? Lead us, Sir, this moment to the Ma- 
 * malukes, and you will fee nothing is dimi- 


“ niſhed of the love and affection that we have 
« for your ſervice, and the deſire of immorta- 
„ lizing your name.” Axal/a had no ſooner 


finiſhed than all the captains cried out to lead 
them to the combat, they being ready to die 
for the honour and glory of their prince. 


That this ardour might not cool, Tameriane 
gave immediate orders for the march of the 
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army, and divided his infantry into four 
parts. The lieutenant general of the foot 
marched firſt, with thirty thouſand men, 
and was ſuſtained by the prince of Ta- 
nais with fifty thouſand; Axalla followed 
with fifty thouſand foot and four thouſand 
Porthian horſe; and the prince had ten thou- 
ſand horſe before him, fifty thouſand foot 
about his perſon, and the reſt of his cavalry 
in the rear. Our army being drawn up in 
the order above mentioned, the prince at- 
tacked the enemy in different places at the 
ſame time, which, at length, ſucceeded, and 
obliged the Mamalukes to retreat to a ſecond 
intrenchment in another quarter of the town. 
Early next morning we attacked the ſecond 
intrenchment; and the ſoldan ſeeing his foot 
begin to give ground, retreated to the banks 
of the Nile, where every thing was prepared 
for his paſſing that river. The prince pur- 

ſued the enemy with his horſe to a narrow 
cauſeway upon a bank raiſed to prevent the 
overflowing of the Nile, where the ſoldan 
poſted fifteen thouſand of his beſt troops 
called ſlaves, to favour his paſſage over the 
river. When our infantry came up we at- 
racked the enemy, who defended themſelves 


with great gallantry, and when theſe brave 


men could not any longer maintain their poſt 
againſt 
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againſt ſuch numbers as gttacked them, they 
threw themſeves into the river, and holding 
their arms in one hand, and ſwimming with 
theother,gained the oppoſite bank, and made a 
glorious retreat. The ſoldan retired to A 
lexandria, with the abovementioned ſlaves and 
nineteen thouſand horſe, the reſt of his army 
that eſcaped being diſperſed about the coun- 
try. We loſt eight thouſand men in forcing 


the intrenchments, and the enemy double the 
number, 


Tamerlane ordered all the ſlaves that hap- 
pened to be taken in the laſt action to come 
before him; made them preſents, praiſed their 


bravery, and invited them into his ſervice 3 


and upon their refuſing to accept his offer, 
gave them leave to return to their maſter. 
Such actions as theſe are very becoming in 
the great; for we admire and fear them for 
their courage and power, but love them for 
their goodneſs and generoſity. 


The prince encamped betwixt the. Wile and 


the town, to cover his army during the pil- 
lage of this opulent city, and in the night, 


attended by ſome of his greateſt confidents, 


Z went round the cam p: Viſited the guards, and 
cCareſſed and praiſed his ſoldiers for their bra- 


4411 
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very. The next morning he came into the 
city, ordered every ſoldier to return to his 
enſign, and took poſſeſſion of the caſtle 
where the riches belonging to the publick 
were depoſited, which the ſoldans were not 
permitted to uſe but in the utmoſt neceſſity. 


Tamerlane, not to leave his victory imper- 
fect, ſent Axalla, with the vanguard, in pur- 
' ſuit of the ſoldan, and ſoon after paſſed the 
tiver with the reſt of the army, and marched 
to Alexandria; but before he ſet forward, re- 
warded his ſoldiers out of the. treaſure 
found in the caſtle. Upon the news of our 
march the people of Alexandria intreated the 
ſoldan to have compaſſion on them, and re- 
tire; for they were not able to reſiſt the pre- 
fent ſtorm, but would ſhew their fidelity to 
him on the firſt occaſion that ſhould offer; 
and the ſoldan ſeeing his affairs deſperate, 
yielded to their reaſons, and retreated into 
Tybia. When our army arrived in the neigh: 
bourhood of Alexandria, which had ſubmit- 
ed, thy principal inhabitants were otdered to 
come to the camp, and there take” the oath 
of fidelity; which ceremony finiſhed, Tamer. 
lane commanded ten thouſand horſe and 


twenty thouſand foot, to march into the 
town, and then wade" his ry wr 17. 
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Penſia a Was at this time governed by a 
number of petty kings, who ſince the ruin 
of the Roman empire, were tributary to what- 
ever prince was the moſt powerful in this part 
of the world. This country Tamerlane reſolv- 
ed to ſubdue in his return home, to have a 
free communication with Egypt; and for this 
reaſon recalled Calibes from the banks of the 
Euphrates, | made him governor of Egypt, and 
ſent him for ſucceſſor Locheſtan his great 


horſe. Locheſtan carried with him the body 


merlane's order, brought the ſame number 
back to guard his baggage; for he con- 
| ſtantly rewarded the merit of his abſent ſer- 
vants with more honour than when they 
were abou; his , perſon, 


3 nete We . to the ſoldan; 
g having formed a plot to deſtroy the prince, 
| begged leave to enter into his ſervice, and 
was kindly received by . T amerlane 228 
gave this traitor an opportunity of intro- 
ducing amongſt us four thouſand Mamalukes 


5 bei communicated his treaſon to ſeveral of the 
inhabitants of Alexandria, who promiſed the 
[hole town ſhould take up arms as ſoon as 
= H 2 the 


a> 


44 


chamberlain; who commanded ten thouſand 


of troops he commanded; and Calibes, by Ta- 


that were to aſſiſt him in his crime. Arſana- 
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the fact was done, which he aſſured them 


was eaſy to perform when the prince was re- 
ceiving and hearing petitions; and that he 
could retire without difficulty, and put him- 
ſelf at their head, by the aſſiſtance of a party 


of Mamalukes he would place near the prince's 


tent with petitions in their hands, 


One morning the traitor came up to the 
prince in his tent, where every one was free 
to enter that had buſineſs with him; and 
' Tamerlane with great goodneſs, aſked what 
he wanted, at the ſame time ſurprized to ſee 


him come into a place unfit for his rank; this 


form of juſtice being only for thoſe that had 
not acceſs to his perſon, ſuch as poor people, 
and foldiers ; but the other did not know this 
cuſtom. Tamerlane obſerving he changed co- 
lour, had his eyes upon him, to ſee what he 
intended to do, when on a ſudden, he attack- 
ed the prince ſword in hand. Tamerlane had 
his ſword drawn as ſoon as Arſanabei, paried 
the thruſt that was made at him, and gave 
the villain a ſtroke that almoſt cut off his arm, 
In a moment every one ran to the aſſiſtance 
of the prince, who gave orders not to ki! 
the traitor, that he might know his accom- 
plices, and the full extent of the plot; for 
which reaſons the great imperial judge and 
5 the 
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the lords of the council were commanded to 
examine him directly. Every thing being in 
the utmoſt confuſion by this affair, the guards 
were prudently reinforced, the port ſecured, 
and the prince returned to his palace, but was 
immediately after obliged to appear in pub- 
lick, and go to the camp to eaſe by his pre- 
ſence the ſoldiers of their terror. When this 
baſe man was put to the torture, he frankly 
confeſſed the whole plot; and accordingly the 
council condemned him and his accomplices 
to die. Arſanabei ſuffered the firſt, being 
© ſtrangled, his body quartered, and head ſet 
up in the market-place in memory of his trea- 
ſon; the reſt had the ſame fate, and all thoſe 
who were ſuſpected and taken made ſlaves 
and carried from their native country*. Thus 
Hs H 3 ended 


The moſt difficult part a prince hath to act 
on the theatre of the world is, that of behaving ſuit- 
able to his dignity in great dangers, which often- 
times become the more terrible by being unforeſeen. 
© Tamerlane is a noble example on ſuch an occaſion, 
who rather choſe to venture his life than betray an 
> unworthy fear, or incur the cenſure of mankind by 
an unjuſt ſuſpicion. | 

© The following are part of the reflections made 
= by Cz/ar, when he retired to his cloſet in ſome diſ- 
turbance upon the repeated ill omens of Calphurnia's 
dreams the night before his death. © It is in the 
Gods when, but in myſelf how, to die. IfCalphurnia's 
© * dreams are fumes of indigeſtion, how ſhall I bebold 
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ended this plot, which, Tamerlane defeated by 
his own reſolution; for he ſaid on this occa- 
ſion, that he ſuſpected the traitor had a de- 

ſign of doing him ſome miſchief, and if he 

had not been afraid of acting in a manner un- 
becoming his dignity, would have had him 
ſecured. The executions finiſhed, the prince 
returned to Aexandria, ſettled the affairs of 
his new conqueſts, and put the army into 
quarters of refreſhment, the troops being ex- 
tremely incommoded by the heats. 


It being the intention of Tamerlane to en- 
large and rebuild Samarcand, he therefore con- 
ſtantly enquired after good artificers and 
induſtrious people, to conduct them to that 
place, and ſent the handſomeſt perſons of the 
places he conquered to people this city. To 
theſe ſtrangers he gave great privileges, and 
in particular built a temple in this capital of 
Partkza for the chriſtians eſtabliſhed ther 0 
ben 303 51998 e 51640 


& the day after to morrow ? If they are from the 
Gods, their admonition is not to prepare me to eſ- 
« cape from their decree, but to meet it? 
%% v 27 £- 
The political ſtate of the government feceived 
[ the greateſt injury from Juftinian's projet of eſta- 
bliſhing a general uniformity of opinion in matters 
of religion, and in circiimſtances that render'd his 
zeal as indiſereet as poſlible, © oo 
W | e The 
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and alſo allowed liberty of conſcience through- 
out his dominions, notwithſtanding” the bi- 
gotted fury of the prieſts, and violence of the 
Mufti, who reprimanded him for not oblig- 
ing all nations by fire and ſword, to quit their 
own religion and follow the law of Mahomet : 
My friend, anſwered the prince, this I will 
never do; for I firmly believe God is 
e pleaſed with different forms of worſhip, 
* and that he only hates thoſe who have no 
religion, and boaſt not to have any; theſe 
“ miſcreants I would willingly exterminate 
with my ſword from the face of the earth, 
but not the others. I think the manner in 
e which I pray to God is the moſt agreeable 
to him; therefore make uſe of this par- 
* ticular form of G and at the ſame 


The antient Romans fortified their empire by i in- 
dulging all forts of religious worſhip ; but their po- 
ſterity deſtroyed it by rooting out the various ſects, 
whoſe doctrines were not predominant. 

Theſe ſects Juſtinian cauſed to be extirpated, by 
the military as well as civil power, and the perſe- 
euted people, revolting; in their own defence, he 
3 himſelt obliged to, exterminate them from 
the empire, in conſequence of which he depopulat- 
ed ſeveral province, and whilft he imagined him- 
ſelf increaſing the number of the faithful, he was 
only diminiſhing the race of mankind. Reflections | 
on the. cauſes of the grandexr and dec Ke 8 the Ro- 
Mons trans. from the F. Fr, 758 
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ce time permit every man in my dominions 
e to ſerve his Maker in ſuch a manner as 
he thinks the moſt agreeable to God, pro- 
- vided his deſign is to honour and adore the 
« Supreme being, and not to deſpiſe and treat 
1 him unworthily.” _ 


B 


C 
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CHAP. VI 


The conqueſt of Perſia, death of the great cham, 
and Tamerlane's return to Samarcand. 


\ALIBES being arrived, Tamerlane 
ordered the army to march, and car- 
ried with him from Alexandria eight thou- 
ſand ſouls, and left the ſame number of ſtran- 


gers there; for it was his cuſtom to have a 


great many people follow his camp, to whom 


he gave eſtabliſhments in his new conqueſts, 
- to ſecure the fidelity of the cities. The forces 
he left with the governor conſiſted of forty 
thouſand horſe and fifty thouſand foot, part 
of which were put into the ſtrong places along 
the ſea coaſt, and the reſt cantoned about 
Alexandria. „ 
8 after * Samir 8 arrival 
in the army, he beſieged a city ſituated on the 
Eupbra- 
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Eupbrates, and was forced to raiſe the ſiege; 
ſeveral princes having aſſembled their troops 


together and marched to the aſſiſtance of the. 


town, upon . falſe intelligence that Tamer- 
lane was defeated by the ſoldan. Locheftan, 
after his retreat, intrenched himſelf on the 
banks of the Euphrates, and the enemy, be- 
come inſolent on this advantage, reſolved to 
attack our camp, hoping to gain an eaſy 


victory over a general whom they deſpiſed for 


his youth; but in this they were deceived, for 
the chamberlain put every thing in good or- 
der, and waited with firmneſs the coming of 
the enemy. The confederates advanced with 
a great noiſe, made two attacks with a 
body of fifty thouſand foot, and confident of 


gaining the victory, ſent their horſe to the op- 


poſite {ide of a ſmall river, where they imagin- 


ed the Parthians would fly for a retreat. Af- 
ter a long and doubtful combat, the cham- 


berlain obſerving that our troops repulſed the 
enemy every where, fallied out of his camp, 
at the head of ten thouſand horſe, attacked 
them unexpectedly, and made a great ſlaugh- 


ter. The confederate horſe acquainted with 


this diſaſter of their foot, repaſſed the river, 
which Locheſtan perceiving, retreated, and 
our forces after this gallant action remaining 

1 quiet 
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quiet in their ue the allies retired with a 
added _— warts, 


— 
4 FA | * 
4 1 * 


15 our a to Dane amaſcits, T, Ar e put 
numerous garriſons into ſeveral ſtrong places 
of Syria, de populated ſuch as he thought 
would fevolt in his abſence, deſtroyed the 
ſortifications of thoſe he did not care to keep, 
and ordered bande to follow this method in 
2 


Wits we arri ived at \ Damibſtw; 7 amerlane 
meds preſents to the officers, and every par- 
ticular ſoldier belonging to the auxiliaries of 
the Greet emperor, and then ſent them home, 
prudently ſetting bounds to his ambition, 
in the height of proſperity, and when with 
cafe he might have conquered the world; for 
having fortunately joined the ſoldan' s domini- 
ons to. hs own, he could without difficulty 


have made Conſtantinople his capital city, and 
had the fea on the fide of Aa, for the limits 


of his vaſt empire. This was remonſtrated to 
him by his chancellor, who told him, that the 
promiſes and friendſhip of the great ought 
only to be uſed to their own advantage; that 
the welfare and happineſs of ſo: many nations 

25 he governed, depended upon him; and he 
ought not to neglect ſo fair an opportunity of 


gaining 


TAMERLANE che GREAT. 10% 
gaining honour and glory to the Parthian 
nation. * Tamerlane anſwered, J rather 
« chuſe to have the bounds of my empire 
founded upon virtue, than augmented by 
% diſhonour and infidelity. I think, my 
«6 friend, I could not have done any thing 
ſo much for the honour and glory of my 
an , as to let poſterity know, that a 


* Princes cannot be too much upon thei guard 

againſt the inſinuating ſpeeches of miniſters and flat- 

terers ; for they never want cobweb arguments, to 

induce their maſters 'to commit baſe — and 

afterwards perſiſt in them, 

At the time Al ander was touched with a true 

ſenſe of his guilt, in murdering Clitus, Anaxarchus 

the philoſopher inſinuated himſelf into this prince's 

favour, by the following method.“ Is this the ex- 
„ axder whom the world look: upon with ſuch admi- 

ration? Sec how he meanly weeps like an abject 
e captive, for fear of thecenſure andreproach of men 

& to whom he ought to be alaw and meaſure of equi- 

* ty, if he would make a right uſe of his victories, 

a ſupreme lord and governor of al', and not be a 

1+ ſlave: to a vain idle opinion. Do you not know, 

&« ſaid he, that Jupiter is repreſented to have juſtice 
4 and law, on each hand of him ? the meaning of 
e which is, that all the actions of a prince are lawful 
3Z <'andjuſt.” With theſe and the like ſpeeches Hiax- 

I archus indeed allayed the king's grief, but withal 
J corrupted his manners, rendering him more diflo- 
lute and violent than he was before. Plutar cs l; fe 
of Alem. the great, tr an. by Evelyn, | 
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« Parthian emperor made ſo long a march to 
& do the world juſtice on the tyrant Bajazet ; 
<« and having happily ſucceeded in his enter- 
<« prize, ſhewed honour was his ſole ambi- 
* tion. I can boaſt to you, that I never 
ec gained any victory equal to this, tho* 1 
& have ſubdued many different people and 
c diſtant nations; and my arms, by the good- 
<« neſs of Almighty God, been always victo- 
c rious. It is a common thing to gain battles, 
conquer kingdoms, and give laws to mighty 
«< empires: many have done it, but few are 
«pg be found amongſt theſe great princes, 
ce have bounded their ambition with 
lity and juſtice ; on the contrary, they 
<« have over-run the world, without regard- 
« ing either, and made force the only rule 
c of their actions. I will at leaſt give this 
example to poſterity*.” The chancellor, up- 
ee 


cc 6 


It was the opinion of a great ſtateſman +, that a 
man always unfortunate, was always imprudent; 
but whether this maxim is true or not, it may ſafely 
be faid, the world out of envy gives too much to 
fortune, and too little to prudence ; for the bulk of 
mankind, incapable of doing any thing worthy of 
notice, endeavour to pull down the truly great to 
their own level, by attributing all heroic actions to 
other cauſes than the merit of the perſons who per- 
formed them, 


* Cardinal Richlieu, 


There 
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on this reprimand, prudently retir'd, and 
meeting me, repeated their diſcourſe ; which I 
would not omit, the better to ſhew the fine 
qualities of this prince to thoſe who ſeri- 
Fx ouſly conſider the proſperity which conſtant- 

ly attended him, that they may acknow- 
ledge his merit, and not attribute his hap- 
pineſs to blind fortune, who as often ſets up 
the baſe and unworthy as the good and de- 
ſerving. 


From Damaſcus we marched to Mebeg, where 
Locheſtan met us with his forces, by order of 
Tamerlane, who received him graciouſly, and 
gave him the command of the rear guard. 
At this place the prince received a courier 
from Calibes, deſiring a reinforcement to be 
ſent him, on account of ſome movements made 

by the ſoldan; and Tamerlane ordered ten thou- 


ſand horſe, and ſixteen thouſand foot to march 
into Egypt. 


Our army paſſed the Euphrates at Mebeg, 
and Axalla was commanded to march with 


There are no accidents ſo unlucky, but the pru- 
dent may draw ſome adyantage from them : nor are, 
there any ſo lucky, but the imprudent may turn: 
them to their prejudice. R. Maxim's tr. from the Fr. 
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Tamerlant went with the reſt of the army to 
vo reduce Babylon. When the prince arrived 
before this place, the inhabitants came out of 
the town to meet and receive him as their 
ſovereign, the greateſt part being 7. artars 
and Parthians, whom his grandfather eſta- 
'bliſhed there, when he conquered this city ; ; 
and who had been obliged at different times, 


to ſubmit to the Mitte} wa Perſians, for 
want of aſſiſtance from their own prince. 
On this conſideration Tamerlane ſhewed the 
inhabitants great kindnefs, and received them 


as his ſubjects, if right of the conqueſt made 


by ms gr randfather ; and whilſt he ſtaid here, 


gave the command of this province and the 
reſt of the country along the Euphrates, as far 


as Armenia, to Locheſtan. 


K eine went from Babylon upon advice 


that the Per/ian' prince Cuines was coming to 


put himſelf and territory under his protec- 


tion; and whillt the army marched ſlowly un- 


der the command of the Prince of 75 anais, 
Tamerlane advanced with great diligence | to- 


wards Avila,” to receive this holy cheat, who 


came in a very humble manner, leading dif- 


ferent forts of animals which he had 1 


and ic Bo them pretended to inſtruct mankind 
in 
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in their duty. The moment 7 amerlane ap- 
| peared, Guines begun to pray for Bis health 
and proſperity, and ſo artfully play'd his part, 
that he intirely gained the prince, who made 
him a preſent of ſixteen thouſand priſoners, to 
be inſtructed in the purity of his religion, 
which was very acceptable to Guines, who 
flatter'd himſelf that by forming theſe men 
according to his own behaviour and opinion, 
they would greatly aſſiſt him in his ambiti- 


ous N 


Many people highly. blamed the prince for 


valuing Guines ſo much, upon the appearance 


of his ſanctity, without further examination; 
for the real motive of this artful man's jour- 
ney, was the hopes of getting ſome addition 


to his territories, under the ſhadow of devo- 
tion. 


All Perſia, "except Tauris,  ſubmitred 1 to he 
prince, which city being conveniently ſituated 
for the deſigns of Guines, ſome years before 

this time he ſer up a pretended title to a 
tight of ſovereignty over the town, and its 
territory, which juſtly alarmed the. inhabi- 
tants, who formed themſelves into a com- 
monwealth, in order to preſerve their liberty, 


Land gave to 7 aliſmaher, an officer of great ex- 


perience, 
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perience, the command of their troops, with 
the title of captain general of the republick. 
Taliſmaber was too well acquainted with the 
intrigues of Guines, not to be fully convinc'd 
that he would ſollicit the prince to ſubdue this 
city, and change its form of government ; 
therefore gave orders to provide every thing 
neceſſary for the defence of the town, and 
ſent ambaſſadors to inform Tamerlane of the 
uſurpations and ambitious views of this hy- 
pocrite, which he covered with the maſk of 
religion. The prince obſerving, by the diſ- 
courſe of the ambaſſadors, that theſe diſputes 
might be of uſe to his affairs, diſmiſſed them, 
with orders to reſtore Guines his juſt rights. 
Tamerlane, however, endeavoured to gain the 

captain general to his intereſt, and for this 
- purpoſe, ſent ſome truſty perſons, in his name, 
to promiſe that great officer a principality in 
his dominions, if he engaged the inhabitants 
of Tauris to ſubmit to his obedience ; but 
Taliſmaher, afraid of the intrigues of Guines, in- 
ſtead of complying with this requeſt, per- 
ſuaded the inhabitants to elect him their 
prince, and ſuſtain a ſiege, which being re- 
ported to 7 amerlane, he ſent Guines into his 
own domin ions loaden with Preſents. 
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' Taliſmaber knowing the inhabitants of Tau- 


775 to be giddy and inconſtant, and that a 
change might happen in the town upon the 
leaſt diſadvantage in his abſence, reſolved to 


remain in the place, and ſend a conſiderable 
body of horſe againſt us, under the command 
of Camares his lieutenant, to whom he gave 


orders not to attack us but by ſurprize, 
which he told him would be eaſy to do, for 
ſo great an army as ours could not live cloſe 
together. When theſe orders were given, Axalla 
was beſieginga town, which he afterwards took 
by ſtorm, and whilſt our people werepillaging, 
Camares attacked our advanced guard, and 
purſued them to the camp, where the alarm 
was very great. Axalla immediately reme- 
died this diſorder, by commanding fix thou- 
ſand Parthian horſe to join the advanced 
guard; which the enemy obſerving retreated 
in good order, till they came to a pals at the 
ford of a river, and there pretended to en- 


camp; but the next morning, we had advice 


that Camares having thrown a garriſon into 


1 the city of Gorgechin, capable of defending it 


eight or ten days, retreated ten leagues. This 


x ſtep proved fatal to that general, for the 
town ſurrendered upon the firſt ſummons ; 


which Aualla carefully concealed, and cauſed | 
I a re- 
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a report to be ſpread by perſons ſtation'd on 
purpoſe, that the garriſon. of Gorgechin de- 
fended themſelves with great bravery,* and 
having thus amuſed Camares, ſurprized him, 
encamped in a great village at the foot of a 
mountain, to which there was but one large 
avenue. Here Axalla caſt up intrenchments, 
which he guarded with the foot, and en- 
camped behind them with his horſe. Ca- 
mares on his ſide was not idle; for notwith- 
ſtanding the precautions of our general, a lit- 
tle before midnight he ſurprized the guard of 
foot, filled up the intrenchments, and then 
gallantly attacked the horſe guard, hoping 
to force that poſt, and eſcape; but a ſtrong 
reinforcement coming to our troops, Camares 
was killed, and moſt of his men, cut in pie- 
ces, or made priſoners. In the morning 
 Tamerlane arrived, | praiſed thoſe who had 
done their duty, and ordered two officers to 
be executed who were condemned to die for 
not obſerving the ny laws on this oc- 
caſion. 


*The circumvention of an enemy in war, is not 
only juſt but honourable, and of great advantage to 
the author of it. 


Plut. life of Ageſi laus trans. by Needham. 
The 
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The prince encamped that day within eight 
leagues of Tauris, and the next ſent Axalla 


to ſummon the town; which cauſed. great 


confuſion amongſt the inhabitants, for the 
party Guines had in the place retired to a ſe- 
parate quarter, and ſent deputies to aſſure the 
prince of their ſubmiſſion, and demand his 
protection ; and the reſt of the inhabitants, 
ſeeing our victorious arms approach, openly 


murmured. Things were in this fluctuating 


ſtate, when the deputies, of the party of 
Guines returned from our camp, and report- 
ed to the people, that the prince had re- 
ceived them in the moſt gracious manner, 


and only demanded they ſhould deliver up 
their prince and his adherents, and ſubmit 


to his empire ; upon which the people cried 


out to arms againſt thoſe that refuſed to ca- 


pitulate. At this critical juncture their prince 
was for interpoling his authority, but was de- 
fired, if he had any regard for his own ſafety, 
to retire with his faction; to which he pru- 


dently ſubmitted, and the night following re- 


treated to the mountains with his party. I 
muſt do him the juſtice to ſay, that he took his 
meaſures on this occaſion with great prudence, 


and it is reaſonable to believe would have ſuc- 


ceeded extremely well, if Camares had not by 


bis negligence ſuffered himſelf to be ſurpriz- 
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ed; for in this caſe we ſhould have been em- 
ployed ſix or ſeven months before the town; 
and it is eaſy to imagine the many accidents 
and changes that conſtantly happen in the 
empire of ſo great a monarch as ours; beſides, 


long ſieges generally ruin armies by ſickneſs 
and deſertion. 


Upon the retreat of Taliſmaber, the inha- 
bitants united together, and demanded of the 
prince to be maintained in their privileges, 
and received as his own ſubjects; and alſo 
that he would moderate the taxes, for a long 
war with Guines, in defence of their liberty, 
had quite exhauſted them of men and mo- 
ney; which demands Tamerlane readily grant- 
ed. The next day the inhabitants of Tauris 
proclaimed the prince their ſovereign, and 
took the oath of fidelity; and Tamerlane made 
his entry with the general applauſe of the 
people, who thought themſelves perfectly 


happy in cſeaping ſuch a dangerous oe 
Wreck. 


The day after Tamerlane received Siirches 
from the empreſs, with an account of the 
death 'of the great cham, and that ſhe had 
taken up ſome grandees who ſhewed an in- 
clination to raiſe a ſedition. This news he 
| | 7 cConccaled 
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concealed from the army, and ſent Axalla 
to the aſſiſtance of the empreſs, with thirty 
thouſand horſe; and honoured him with 
the commiſſion of lieutenant-general to that 
princeſs, 


Tamerlane made the prince of Tanais gover- 
nor of Perſia, and left with him particular or- 
ders to have a watchful eye over the actions 
of Guines, and weaken his faction as much 
as poſſible; for the prince had diſcovered ſe- 
veral deſigns of this hypocrite, which tended 
towards raiſing himſelf to the monarchy of 
Perſia. * Before this diſcovery Tamerlane 
had ſuffered himſelf to be gained by the pre- 
tended holineſs of Guines, which occaſioned 
much miſchief afterwards. It is true he 


* Tamerlane's being deceived by Guines, is a good 
leſſon for princes to be careful in diſtinguiſhing ap- 
pearances from realities, and not to confide too much 
in any man before they have ſome experience of his 


fidelity. 


Among all Elizabeth's miniſters and counſellors, 
there was not one ſo heartily attached to his mi- 
ſtreſs's intereſt as Cecil, who was ſecretary of ſtate. 


All the reſt hid their private views, to which they 


ſtrove to adapt the queen's and the nation's intereſts. 


But Cecil minded only the queen's, and was in great 


favour with her. Therefore to him chiefly ſhe im- 
parted her moſt ſecret thoughts, with reſpect to the 
government of the ſtate Rapin's Hiſt. of Eng. trans, 


14 was 


JJV 
was afraid to ſtir whilſt Tamerlane was alive; 
but his children felt the ſmart of it. And in 
my opinion princes are greatly to blame wha 
do not ſtudy the quiet of their poſterity as 
much as their own repoſe. 


* As the prince's preſence was neceſſary in 
his own country, he prepared for his depar- 
ture, and invited the great lords of Perſia to 
Samarcand, and during their ſtay in that city 
gained them intirely by advancing ſome to 
the honours of his court, and others to em- 
ployments in the empire; by which means 
Perſia became extremely uſeful towards main- 
taining Syria, and the other dominions of the 
ſoldan, in quiet. 


All our affairs adjuſted, we marched from 
hence to Samercand loaded with the ſpoils of 
Aſia and Africa ; and upon our arrival in that 
city, the emperor made a vow to build a 


* Where it happens that a prince governs diffe- 
rent nations united in the ſame intereſt, it is his bu- 
fineſs to avoid any diſtinction, and ſhew himſelf the 
common parent of all, bydiſtributing his favours im- 
partially, aad according to merit; for there is not 
any method ſo eaſy to gain the hearts of mankind, as 

by this ſort of juſtice, everyman having vanity enough 
to think he may one day gain a favour of his prince 
by this means. 
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temple to God, and an hoſpital for the poor. 


The foundations of theſe buildings were im- 


mediately laid out at one end of the town, 


which Tamerlane propoſed for its centre; and 


as he intended to people this part of the 


city with the priſoners taken in his wars, he 
ordered the new ſtreets to be drawn out with 
lines, aſſigned theſe ſtrangers ground to build 
upon, and furniſhed them with money to erect 
their houſes. | 


* This affair ſettled, Tamerlaue ordered the 


names of all his ſoldiers to be wrote down, 
at a general review ; and at times when ſuch 


things were leaſt expected they received ho- 


*The art of giving is a ſcience to which moſt 
people pretend, yet few underſtand ; for to avoid 
ſhocking the decent pride of a modeſt man in di- 
ſtreſs, to raiſe a noble emulation in the minds of 
the young ambitious, and make firm friends of vio- 
lent enemies, by the manner ,of beſtowing favours, 


requires a delicacy of ſentiment, and ſuperiority of 


genius not eaſily met with. | 
Xenophon, in his character of the younger Cyrus, 


ſays, that prince conferred his favours with judg- 


ment, and in ſeaſon ; but took care not to exhauſt 
the means, by an imprudent profuſion, and rather 
Choſe to make his liberalities the rewards of merit, 
than mere donations ; and that they ſhould be fub- 
ſervient in promoting virtue, and not in ſupport- 
ing the ſoft and abject floth of vice. Rollin's ant. 
H. trans. from the Fr. 
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nours and rewards from the prince, as a re- 


Cambalu the N they had forfeited in 


compence for their ſervices. Here he declar- 
ed in his council the death of the great cham, 
and did not omit the leaſt ceremony of re- 
ſpect to the memory of that prince; and here 
he alſo ſent back the Muſcovite troops, with 
rich preſents, and ordered Synopes to conduct 
them out of his empire, and afterwards to go 
to the court of the czar, and renew the al- 
liance with that prince. 


The emperor having nothing further to 
do at Samarcand, left Bajazet under the care 
of the governor of Sachetay, and went from 
thence to Cambalu, where advice was come, 


that Odmar had gained a battle over the Chi- 


neſe, who had revolted, purſued his victory, 
and taken four great and rich cities; upon 


which the Chineſe had again demanded peace. 


The emperor ſent to Odmar, the articles he 


intended to grant them, which were as fol- 


lows: That the king of China ſhould do 


. homage to Tamerlane in perſon, pay the ar- 


rears of the tribute, and all the expences, and 


then every thing ſhould be put upon the foot- 


ng of the laſt peace, 0 . 


T Rena reſtores” to the habitats of 


the 
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the rebellion of Calix, and loaded his new 


ſubjects with favours, who came to him from 
all parts in bands, the Tartars having no fixed 


As Cambalu was near the mountain AI. 
thay, where the Scythian emperors are in- 
terred, Tamerla ne ordered the remains of the 
oreat cham to be brought there, being re- 
ſolved to conduct the body himſelf, with all 
the pomp uſual on ſuch occaſions ; And tho? 
it was not the cuſtom for women to aſſiſt at 


' funerals, he paid this honour to the empreſs, 


who was come from 24inzay to meet her hus- 
band. Tamerlane acted in this manner to 
ſhew how much he honoured the memory 
of the late emperor in the perſon of his 


daughter, and the high eſteem he had for this 


princeſs ; which certainly muſt have been 
very great; for he always continued faith- 


ful to the marriage bed, and never gave him- 


ſelf up to voluptuouſneſs, ſo common amongſt 
princes. 


Nicocles king of Salamin gloried i in having never 
knownany woman beſides his wife, during his reign 
and was amazed that all other contracts of civil ſo- 
ciety ſhould be treated with due regard, whilſt 
that of marriage, the moſt ſacred and inviolable of 
obligations was broke thro' with impunity. Rollin' 
an . H. trans. from the Fr, . 

The 


* 
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from Calibes, with an account that the ſoldan 


The 1 ceremonies finiſhed, and the 
emperor's laſt will executed with great exact- 
neſs, Tamerlane diverted himſelf with juſts, 
tournaments, and hunting, till the peace was 
concluded with the king of China, for at 
this time our prince had fixed his thoughts 
on preſerving by his prudence what he had 
acquired by his valour, and propoſed to paſs 
the remainder of his days in the enjoyment of 
the fruits of his labours, and maintaining his 
people in peace and plenty. Axalla remained 
at Quinzay, to the great ſatisfaction of the in- 
habitants, who begged by his interceſſion, that 
the emperor would permit his ſon to be 
brought up amongſt them; to which Tamer- 
lane conſented, and made his ſon governor- 
general of the provinces of Quinzay and Catay, 
and Axalla lieutenant-general to the young 
prince, with full authority to govern theſe 
provinces till his ſon came of age. 


he. * 


— 


. 

The raiſing the ſiege 45 Cairo, beſieged by the 
ſeldan. That prince's defeat and death, and 
Tamerlane's ves 5 regulations. 


— — 


AMERLANE had begun to cultivate the 
arts of peace, when a courier arrived 


was 


A 
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was before Cairo with one hundred thouſand 
men. The emperor, on this advice, ſent 
orders for the prince of Tanais to march into 
Egypt, and endeavour to raiſe the ſiege. The 
ſoldan hearing of the approach of our troops, 
ſupported himſelf with the thoughts that the 
great Tamerlane and his good fortune was 
not with them; and that he had to deal with 
a prince covetous of glory, and who per- 
| haps to acquire it, might inconſiderately at- 
tack his intrenchments, to ſuccour the town, 
which was in great want of proviſions. | 


ur army advanced ſlowly, it being reſolv- 
ed\in a council of war, that the maritime 
places ſhould be directed to bring corn from 
the Grecian iſles, and carry it by ſea to Alex- 
andria, from whence we could tranſport it to 
Cairo; which order was ſo well obeyed, that 
we got together a great quantity in a little 
time. At the approach of our army the 
enemy retired into a fortified camp on the 
banks of the Nile, where the ſoldan had a 
great number of armed barks for the conve- 
niency of paſſing his troops over the river, 
and making a barricado to prevent our bring- 
mg proviſions to Cairo by water. 


The 
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The prince of Tanais marched into the 
town, and carefully diſtributed the corn he 
brought upon waggons, mules, and camels, 
which ſupplied the place with proviſions for 
fifteen days; and gave us an opportunity of 
retaking the towns above Cairo, whilſt armed 
barks were preparing at Alexandria for ſup- 
plying of this great city with proviſions. 
The general began his operations with Mu- 
jara, which he took by ſtorm, and put all the 
men in the place to the ſword ; and the o- 
ther towns ſeeing no ſuccour was to be ex- 
pected, through fear of the ſame fate, ſurren- 
dered at the firſt ſummons ; and the prince 
of Tanais having put good garriſons into theſe 
places returned to Cairo. 


Upon advice that theſe towns had ſurrender- 
_ ed, and that our fleet was ready to fail, the ſol- 
dan found himſelf obliged to alter his meaſures; 
for the communication with Upper Egypt be- 
ing cut off, he could not be ſupplied from 
thence any longer with neceſſaries for his 
army, therefore viſited his magazines, where 
ſtill remained proviſions for thirty days, and 
turned out of his camp all uſeleſs perſons. 
Some people found fault with the ſoldan's 
conduct on this occaſion, but tho? ill ſuc- 
ceſs attended him, it is my opinion he acted 
with 


with great judgment, in providing the 
ſtrong places above Cairo with every thing 
neceſſary for a good defence; and if they 
had obeyed his orders in holding out to 
the laſt extremity, we muſt have been 
ruined. But it too frequently happens, that 
generals are blamed for enterprizes which 
have not ſucceeded, when every thing hath 
been ordered with great prudence, and the 
cauſe of the miſcarriage ſolely owing to the 


cowardice or treachery of thoſe to whom 


the execution hath been confided. 


When Calibes embarked, he demanded to 
have twelve thouſand men ſent him to a 
place he named, who marched accordingly, 
under the command of Snopes; and upon 
the fleet's approaching, our general attacked 
an advantageous poſt, to amuſe the enemy, 
and prevent their aſſiſting thoſe we attacked 
upon the river; which had the deſired effect. 
Calibes being drowned, and his troops routed, 
Synopes rallied them, and attacked an ifland, 
from whence the enemy defended their bridges 
and boats, and after an obſtinate diſpute, 
made himſelf maſter of it, burnt the bridges 
they abandoned, and when the convoy was 
ſaſely paſſed, the victorious troops encamped 
upon the ifland, to keep the paſlage open. 
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This affair en finiſhed, our ments 
conſidered of the means to ſupply the army 
with proviſions; but ſo many difficulties 
were found in this article, that it was reſolved 
to march lower down, and leave Synopes in 


the iſland. The ſoldan for the ſame reaſons 


intended to retreat, and in order. to execute 
his deſign the following night, lighted great 
fires in his camp, made ſeveral motions with 
his infantry, as if he reſolved to attack us; 
and during this time his horſe paſſed the river. 
In the morning it was perceived, that part 


of the ſoldan's army had paſſed the river, 


and the prince of Tanais was obſtinate in his 


opinion for attacking the enemy's camp, but 


the old generals declared, that ſixty thou- 
ſand brave men were not eaſily forced in 
good intrenchments; and it was their opinion, 


that a ſtrong reinforcement ſhould be ſent 


to Synopes, with ſome machines, to diſtreſs the 
enemy, if they attempted to paſs the river; 


which counſel was followed. The next night, 


the ſoldan endeavoured to embark the reſt 
of his forces; and having conducted the firſt 
tranſport to the water ſide, was attacked by 
Synopes with great fury, the foldan being 
wounded in the action, and a great number 
of his men killed and drowned. The morn- 

ing 
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ing after, twenty thouſand men that remain- 
ed in the enemy's Camp, ſurrendered them- 
ſelves priſoners of war, and we purſued the 
ſoldan to Palena, where he died of his wound, 

and the Mamalukes retreated into Lybia, with 


| his oy. {on. 


— — 


——— — —cã 
F ͤ A ¼˙—?»i!— —— I—_ — 
—— — — ͥ 2 

— — — — = = . 


W 


—— ——— — . — ä4ä1;U!:!:un1.——— 
— — —— — 


r — ne — — — — 
— — — — —— 
— ——— — — — 

— — 


When the emperor received an account of 
this victory, he publickly praiſed the cou- 
rage and conduct of the prince of Tanais, 
and Synopes, and afterwards lamented the fate 
of Calibes, whoſe government was given to the 
prince of Tanais, and Synopes made general of 
foot. The army was ordered to return into 
Perſia, and be reconducted thither by the great 
chamberlain, who arrived after our victory, 
with a ſtrongreinforcement,itbeingTamerlane's 
cuſtom to ſend reinforcements one after an- 
other, where he thought they might be wanted. 
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Io return to the court, the king of China 
being arrived there, ſwore obedience to the 
| emperor, and was magnificently entertained, 
and carried to the principal cities of the em- 
pire, in appearance to amule him, but in 
reality, to ſhew our formidable power to this 
barbarian, who made his faith ſubſervient to 
his conveniency. At the time this prince 


was at court, the emperor received news of 
1 os 
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this victory, for which he ordered the army 
double pay, and made magnificent feaſts and 
tournaments, that laſted eight days. 


The rejoicings finiſhed, the king of China 
returned home, and Tamerlane went to Quin- 
zay to ſee his ſon, and regulate the police. 
Axalla attended by the great lords of that 
province, came two days journey to meet 
the emperor ; and the inhabitants of this ci- 
ty upon his arrival, brought preſents in gold 
to the value of two hundred thouſand du- 
cats, beſides a great quantity of curious and 


rare things *. When Tamerlane came to the pa- 
lace 


It is a thing to be wiſhed, that in the education of 
princes, care was taken to make them familiar with 
the wants and hardſhips of mankind, to render their 
hearts ſuſceptible of pity and compaſſion, inſtead of 
bringing them up with ſuch an exceſs of pride and 
inſolence, as if they were as much ſuperior in na- 
ture as dignity to the reſt of the world, and man- 
kind ſolely made for their uſe. 

We may venture to ſay, without fear of being 
miſtaken, that the greateſt excellencies in Cyrus, 
were owing to his education, where the confound- 
ing him in ſome ſort with the reſt of the ſubjects, 
and the keeping him under the ſame ſubjection to 
the authority of his teachers, ſerved to eradicate 
that pride which is to natural too princes ; taught 


him to hearken to advice, and to obey before he. 
. . came 
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lace he ordered his ſon to be brought to him, 
who was then ſeven years old, and had been 


treated with a delicacy and grandeur uſual to 


princes ; which highly offended the emperor, 


who put a bow about his neck, and forbid 


his head to be covered for the future, ſaying 
aloud, That thoſe who by their birth are deſ- 
tined to be ſovereigns, ought to be early 
accuſtomed to cold and heat, and the exerciſe 
of arms. 


Tamerlane ſent the empreſs, who was with 
child, to Samarcand; and ſome little time af- 
ter had news, that ſhe was brought to bed of 
a fine boy ; which was proclaimed throughout 
his dominions, and publick rejoicings order- 
ed for fifteen days; and by this means, the 


inhabitants of Quinzay had an opportunity 


of diſtinguiſhing themſelves, that city being 
peifectiy convenient for publick entertain- 
ments and diverſions, from a beautiful varie- 


came to command, inured him to hardſhip and toil; 
accuſtomed him to temperance and ſobriety; and, 


in a word, rendered him ſuch, as we have ſeen 3 


throughout his whole conduct; gentle, modeſt, af- 
fable, obliging, compaſſionate, an enemy to all luxu- 


ry and pride, and ſtill more ſo to e Rellin's 


ant. Bay . tranſ. from the Fr. 
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ty which ariſes in the happy diſpoſition of 
its great number of n canals and Arbe g 


27 aue ſettled thy fins weights and mea- 

ſures throughout his dominions, and impoſed 

a tribute, according to the ability of the pro- 
vinces, for a conſtant fund to his treaſury, 

and to enable him to lay up magazines of 
proviſions, in places where he thought his 
armies might want them. In this laſt article, 
the emperor was particularly careful, and 
would often ſay, an army reſembled a man; 
calling the general the head, ſoldiers the 
arms, money the feet, and proviſions the 
belly; and likewiſe, that misfortunes gene- 
rally happened in war when the body was 
lame of a leg, had got a. broken arm, the 
belly ſtarved, or a head ſick. 


The emperor, bade his e ham 
1 convoked the people, and publiſnhed 
his ordinances, which were received with 
great veneration by the inhabitants, who on 
all occaſions ſhewed ſo much reſpect and at- 
fection to the prince, that Axalla one day 
took the liberty of ſaying, that this city was 
worthy or his reſidence ; Tamerlane anſwered, 
« It is a maxim, that the ſovereign of this 
$$ 3 city, ſhould only e come here once in 
n cc ten 
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ee ten years, and tfien model his actions, as 
if he was upon a ſtage, performing a part, 

in which gravity and fine action is neceſſary 

to pleaſe the ſpectators; for theſe people 
* eaſily. receive an ill impreſſion of their 
prince, if he makes the leaſt falſe ſtep, and 
*' as readily a good one, if he acts his part 
« well.” 
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The emperor ſent Axalla from hence to 
China, to ſettle every thing betwixt the 
king and Odmar, who had orders to return; 
Tamerlane intending for the future, to keep 
him about his perſon, to aſſiſt him with his 

counſel. Avxalia was extremely well pleaſed 
with this commiſſion, being glad of having 
an opportunity to ſhew by good offices, his 
affection to Odmar; for Tamerlane kept all his 
ſervants in great union together, often ex- 
horting them to ſhew obedience to him, and 
friendſhip to one another. 


Upon Axalla's arrival, Odmer began his 
journey to return, and the other advanced 
towards the Chineſe frontier, to have an inter- 
view with the king of China; for the emperor, 
who” judged extremely well of men and 


| -rhinss, in ſettling his affairs, could nor finiſh 
this buſineſs to his ſatisfaction, but by recal- 
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ing Odmar, who was too. grave and ſevere, 
and ſending Axalla, who was gay and polite. 
At this interview, the king ofChina demanded 
to have the town of Quinanxi delivered, ac- 
cording to the treaty of peace; for Odmar 
inſtead of reſtoring it, repreſented to Tamer- 
lane, that the keeping this place was of the 
utmoſt conſequence. In exchange Axalla 
demanded another town further advanced in 
the country, which was readily granted ; and 
by this free conceſſion, Axalla perceived the 
king did not deſire this town for any ill de- 
ſign, as Odmar had repreſented, the other 
being of much greater conſequence ; there- 
tore conſented to this prince's requeſt. This 
city is ſituated in the middle of a great lake, 
in which are many iſlands and agreeable vil- 
la's, where the kings of China amuſe them- 
| ſelves with all forts of country diverſions ; 
therefore this king did not care what conditi- 
ons were impoſed on him, provided he had 
Quinanxi, where he might live an agreeable 
retired life, having made one of his brothers 
regent of the kingdom, his high mind not 
being able to bear the ſervitude to which he 
was reduced. Axalla having viſited all the 
towns, and reſtored the publick tranquillity, 
ſent a courier to know, if what he had done 
was agreeable to his maſter's intentions; who 
ſent 
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ſent him a ſatisfactory anſwer, and permiſſion 
to come to Cambalu, where the emperor was 
at that time attended by Odmar. 


* Tamerlane regularly ſet down in his table- 
book, the names of thoſe who were capable 
of ſerving him, that he might not forget to 
employ them in civil or military affairs, ac- 
cording to their talents, without being im- 
portuned ; for Tamerlane juſtly ſuppoſed, that 
thoſe who ſollicit employments or govern- 
ments, have not the profit of the prince, or 
the good of his ſubjects in view. 


Some time after this, the emperor received 
advice from the army in Per/ia, that the ſol- 
diers were frequently guilty of mutiny againſt 


their generals, and the ancient diſcipline 


loſt ; which gave Tamerlane great uncaſineſs, 
as it was neceſſary to apply a ſpeedy remedy 
to this diſorder : However, before he fixed up- 
on any method, he privately aſked the opi- 
nions of Odmar and Axalla, on this delicate 
affair. Oamar' s extraordinary caution, raiſed 


* Never any prince judged ative of mankind, 
or what employments ſuited their capacity, than 
queen Hlizabeth: for this great princeſs examined 
their merit herſelf, and knew the full value of every 
perſon in her court. 
od K 3 | new 
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new difficulties, and  Axalla's gal, that 
his maſter ſhould go to the army, was not 
agreeable to the emperor's way of thinking at 
this time; for he had taſted the ſweets of liv- 
ing in cities, and the rough manner of en- 

camping with his armies did not pleaſe him 

| ſo much as formerly. He anſwered; That as for 

himſelf, he would reſide at Samarcand, to be near 

the army in Perſia, which Axalla ſhould com- 
mand ; that he intended to aſſign the cleareſt 
part of his revenue for the payment of his 
troops; and was determined to have the an- 
cient diſcipline reſtored; the army always en- 
camped, their camp changed every three 
months, and the troops pay for every thing 
they wanted: That as he had a long time com- 
manded his forces in perſon, he was well ac- 
quainted with the valour and merit, of every 
one, and would reward the officers and ſol- 
diers accordingly *. Then turning to Odmar, 


ſaid, 


* Tamer/ane was careful of his conqueſts, but did 
not neglect the education of his children, in which 
he excelled the great / Cyrus. 

Never had any man more reaſon than . to be 
ſenſible, how highly neceſſary a good education is 

to a young prince. He knew the whole yalue of it 
with regard to himſelf, and had found all the ad- 
vantages of it, by his own experience. And yet he 
intirely neglected the education of his own child ren, 


and forgeting that he Was a father, employed — 
e 
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faid, he would put under his care the young 
prince at Quinzay, where he would live in 
peace, and be highly honoured ; which he 
conſidered as proper for his old age, and a fit 
recompence for his ſervices. Having finiſh- 
ed his diſcourſe, he ſent for the chancellor, 
and ordered him to make out a commiſſion 
for Odmar to be governor of the provinces 
of Quinzay and Catay, and another for Ax- 
alla to be general of his army, with the ſame 
authority as himſelf, in all the provinces thro? 
which he ſhould march. 


his affair ſettled, Tamerlane returned to 
Samarcand, and left Odmar at Cambalu, to 
prepare for his journey to Quinzay, ex- 


ſelf wholly about his conqueſts : He left that care in- 
tirely to women, that.is to princeſſes, brought up 
in a country where vanity, luxury and voluptuouſ- 
neſs reigned in the higheſt degree; for the queen 
his wife, was of Media. And in the ſame taſte and 
manner were the two young princes, Cambyſes and 
Smerdis, educated. 

The effect of the education of theſe princes was 
ſuch as ought to be expected from it. Cambyjes 
came out of that ſchool what he is repreſented in 
Hiſtory, an obſtinate and ſelf-conceited prince, full 
of arrogance and vanity, abandoned. to the moſt 
ſcandalous exceſſes of drunkenneſs and debauchery, 
cruel and inhuman, even to cauſe his own brother 
to be murdered, in conſequence of a dream. Rollin's 


ant. Hif. tranſ. from the Fr. | 
us 7 tremely 
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tremely well ſatisfied the emperor had choſen 
him for this government. Aualla received 
his laſt orders when Tamerlane arrived at the 
capital of Parthia, who commanded the 
flower of the youth to attend this general, 
that they might be educated in the hardſhips 
of a camp, and not in the effeminacy of a 
court. 


After the departure of Axalla, Tamerlane 
amuſed himſelf in adorning a magnificent 
temple, which he built for the ſepulchre of 
himſelf and ſucceſſors, where he had his 
battles cut in baſſo-relievo, and hung up the 
trophies taken from his enemies. In this 
and other innocent pleaſures, the empe- 
ror paſſed his leiſure hours, but never 
neglected the juſtice due to his ſubjects ; for 
three times a week he publickly heard the 
grievances of the meaneſt of the people, dreſ- 
fed in his royal robes; and the other days 
gave private audience to his miniſters of ſtate, 
and had all important affairs decided in his 
preſence. In his council he kept up ſo great a 
"ſeverity, that it was dangerous to mention any 
thing there that was not true; and he obliged 
the counſellors to give their opinions cooly, 
and free from paſſion and prejudice. In his 
* converſation he was free and chearful, which 
** made 
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made him beloved by his ſervants, whom he 
never changed but when they committed 
great faults. The annual tribute he receiv- 
ed from Muſcovy was diſtributed in penſions 
to ſuch perſons of that court as were capable 
of hurting his affairs or diſturbing his quiet. 
Every three months he had an exact account 
of the ſtate of his treaſury, which was ſo well 
digeſted, that he could in one hour ſee his or- 
dinary and extraordinary expence. The great 
treaſurer had free acceſs to him, as he was 
obliged every day to give in his accounts, 
and receive the orders of his maſter ; for the 
penſions of the princes and great officers were 
paid by the treaſurer, and all others by his 
deputies, who were diſtributed in the ſeveral 
provinces, to pay money according to the 
order of the prince. Theſe commiſſaries 
were obliged to execute their office with great 
integrity, I myſelf having ſeen two of them 
puniſhed with a very cruel death for em- 
bezzling the publick money. 


As ſoon as Axalla arrived in the army, he 
publiſhed the ancient laws of the Parthian 

diſcipline, took particular care to have them 
punctually executed, and frequently review- 
cd the troops, to encourage the officers and 
ſoldiers in their duty. In this army there 
Was 
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was ſixty thouſand foot, commanded by ſix 
generals, under the general of the foot, and 
forty chouſand horſe, under four generals, a 
thouſand ſtradiots or light armed horſe, and 
ten thouſand pioneers; and beſides theſe, were 
the general's guards, which conſiſted of two 
thouſand horſe, and four thouſand foot, who 
encamped about his tent. This was the ſtate 
of the imperial army, which was al- 
ways in the field, and ready to reinforce the 
others, in caſe of neceſſity. Axalla always 
ſtudious of bringing the military art to per- 
fection amongſt the Parthians, got out of 
Europe two ſmall field pieces of cannon, by 
the means of a Greek, employed for that pur- 
poſe ; which fo highly pleaſed the emperor, 
that he ſet up a foundery, gave the honour 
of this invention to Axalla, and had it put 
into the annals of his reign, as a perpetual 
teſtimony of the ſignal ſervice he had done 
the empire. When merit pleaded, Tamer- 


lane 


Edward III. was affable and obliging to good 
men, but inexorable to the bad. There are few 
princes to be met with in hiſtory, who knew ſo 
well how to join the duties of a ſovereign with 
| thoſe of an honeſt man and a good chriſtian, tho 

in this laſt reſpect, his conduct was not altogether 
blameleſs. Never had any king before him beſtowed 

3 25 ihe 
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lune Tet no bounds to his generoſity; for the 
meaneſt ſoldier, provided he ſerved his maſter 
well, might hope to attain the higheſt honours 
of the empire; and, on the contrary, thoſe that 
for their crimes deſerved puniſhment, rarely 
eſcaped, tho? the firſt in rank by their birth 
or dignity ; which prudent manner of acting 
linked this great empire together in ſo ſtrong 
a manner, that it was not in the power of the 
'moſt violent ſhock, to put it in e of 
being diſunited. 


CHAP. VIII. 


7 be death of Bajazet, war with Calepin, wrong 
Tamerlane's death. 


HE emperor advanced in years, his 

ſons were growing up to the ſtate of 
manhood, and the courtiers, began to adore 
the riſing ſun ; but this did not give the leaſt 
jealouſy to Tamerlane, the only thing that 
gave him uneaſineſs, was the fear of their di- 
viſions, and that after his death they would 
not have ſufficient virtue to keep this mighty 


honours and rewards with more judgment, and 
greater regard to true merit. Rapin's Hiſ J. of Eng. 
tranſ. by Tindal. 

| empire 
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empire united together; ; in which he was too 


good a prophet ; for this great monarchy was 
intirely diſſipated by the diviſions of the 
brothers. | 


Avalla ſent a courier Som the army in Per- 
fa, to acquaint the emperor, that the Ozho- 
mans, having heard of the death of Bajazet, in 
the ny of Samarcaxd, had elected his ſon 
Calepin for their prince, and were aſſembling a 
great army to re- conquer Natolia, as the Greek 
emperor was then employed in a war againſt 
his brother in Greece, and had intirely neglected 
his affairs in Aa. Bajazet- preſerved his 
pride to the laſt moment of his life, tho' he 
had been uſed with contempt, and ſuffered 
the indignity of being put in an iron cage, like 
a furious wild beaſt, and made the footſtool 
of the emperor when he mounted his horſe 
on ſolemn occaſions. 


The emperor having ordered Avalla to 
march into Natolia, declared he would follow 
and command his army in perſon, and like- 
wile take his eldeſt ſon with him, whom Od- 
mar brought from Quinzay, ſeemingly on 
purpoſe. But, notwithſtanding theſe appear- 
ances, Tamerlane ſent Axalla ſecret orders to 
attack the enemy before he left Samarcand ; 

8 for 
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for he perceived this journey would be very 
uneaſy to him, on account of a pain in his 
reins, that he had complained of above three 
months, and which gave reaſon to fear 
would bring on ſome more dangerous ſymp- 
toms, as he had loſt his appetite, and was 
become extremely lean. 
Axalla marched into Turcomania, and waited 
at Garga tor reinforcements, which the prince 
of Tanais and other generals were bringing to 
Join us; and during this time ſent an officer 
of diſtinction to acquaint the Greet emperor 
and his brother with his arrival at Garga, and 
intreat them to end their inteſtine quarrels, 
and apply a remedy to this foreign miſchief, 
which daily increaſed. Theſe princes, who 
were diſputing the ſucceſſion, inſtead of pay- 
ing a due regard to ſuch prudent advice, be- 
came jealous of Axalla, and thought them- 
ſelves in as much danger of being attacked 
as Calepin, notwithſtanding the emperor's can- 
did behaviour to Emanue! their father, and 


the aſſurances he had = them of his 
friendſhip. 


| The reinforcements we > expected having 
joined us, the army marched to meet 
the enzmy, who advanced ſlowly along the 
5 ſea 


r 

ſea coaſt, for the conveniency of proviſions, 
which were plentiful in their camp, and ſcarce 
in ours; which coming to the knowledge of 
the baſhaw who commanded the troops of 
Calepin, he encamped near Reddin, and chang- 
ed his deſign of giving us battle, in hopes of 
ruining our army by famine. The intention 
and orders of our general, was to bring the 
enemy to an engagement; and for this pur- 
poſe he reſolved to cut off their convoys, by 
encamping betwixt them and the ſea; and 
accordingly marched towards the Orhomans, as 
if he intended to attack their lines; and the 
troops continuing above eight hours in order 
of battle, the baſhaw could not imagine his de- 
ſign, till he was informed that we had caſt up 
intrenchments behind our army, and ſhould 
by this means cut off his proviſions, © The 
baſhaw immediately perceived he could nei- 
ther ſubſiſt his army where he was encamp- 
ed, or retreat without fighting ; therefore, 
the next morning at break of day, ſent troops 
to take an advantageous poſt on a hill, and 
intrench themſelves. On our fide Aralla or- 
dered Synopes to attack this poſt with twenty 
thouſand men, before the enemy was intrench- 
ed, and march under cover of the hill, that 
their blows might be felt the moment their 


perſons were ſeen; ; an enemy ſurprized being 
| 3 od half 
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half beaten, which was verified on this OC- 
caſion; for the Othomans immediately gave 
ground, and ſuffered our men to make them- 
ſelves maſters of that important poſt, without 
much reſiſiſtance. The baſhaw ſent a conſi- 
derable body of foot to regain poſſeſſion; 
and Axalla reinforc'd his troops, who after a 
long and bloody engagement remained maſ- 
ters of the hill; which the general ordered 
to be intrenched, and left Synopes to com- 
mand in this important poſt. We loſt in 
this action twenty five thouſand men, and 
the enemy thirty thouſand; the horſe being 
ſpectators of the combat, on account of a 
morals that prevented their engaging. 


The Othomans, upon this eee quit- 
ed their camp in the night, and fled, being 
warmly purſued by the prince of Tanais wh 
a good body of horſe, and the ſtradiots com- 
manded by Stucan, who were followed by the 
whole army. In the evening of the next day, 
as we were pitching our tents, a courier ar- 
rived with news, that the prince of Tanais 
was ſurrounded by the enemy, and wanted 
immediate aſſiſtance; upon which our gene- 
ral ordered Halicen to advance full ſpeed 
with ten thouſand horſe, and follow with 

ed | the 
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the reſt of the cavalry. When Halicen came 
up with our forces, he found Stucan killed, 
his ſtradiots defeated, and the prince of Ta- 
nais overturn'd from his horſe as dead, and 
in the power of the enemy; however, he 
endeavoured to revive the ſpirits of the faint- 
ing troops, and bravely ſupported them till 
the arrival of the general. When Axalla 
came up the baſhaw advanced to the afliſtance 
of his troops, with a conſiderable body of 
horſe; and our men, encouraged by the pre- 
ſence of their general, puſhed the Ot homans 
quite thro* their foot, who abandoned their 
infantry, and fled. Our horſe fluſhed with 
ſucceſs, attacked the enemy's foot that were 
put in diſorder, routed and purſued them 
till dark, which favoured the Othomans re- 
treat, who made forced marches, till they 
reached Gallipoli, where they embarked for 
Europe, and joined Calepin. The prince of 
Tanais was found amongſt the dead, wounded 
in the thigh, whom Axalla reprimanded for 
his raſhneſs in purſuing the enemy, without 


taking the precautions neceſſary on ſuch 
occaſions. 


The campaign finiſhed, our troops marched 
into winter quarters in the neighbourhood of 
Gavolach ; and the prince of Tanais returned 


3 to 
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to his government with his troops, to ſecure | 
that country againſt any ſedition that might 


happen on account of the emperor's indiſpoſi- 
tion, which was now known to be incurable. 
The prince of Tanais was not gone twenty 
leagues, when a courier arrived with news of 
the emperor's death, which happened the day 


after he received an account of our victory, 


having finiſhed his life with great tranquil- 
lity, ſpeaking with good ſenſe to his laſt mo- 
ments, and directing the affairs of his em- 
pire, according to cuſtom. This melancholy 
news immediately becoming publick, Axalla 
aſſembled the troops, and exhorted them to 
honour the memory of Temerlane by their 
fidelity to his ſon, who was equal to his father 
in goodneſs, and would conſtantly be their 
protector; and after he had ſoothed and calm- 
ed the minds of the ſoldiery for their great 
loſs, prepared to leave forty thouſand men 


with the governor of the country, and march 


with the reſt to Samarcand, according to the 
orders he had received from court. A fa- 
yourite of the young prince followed the cou- 
rier with great preſents to the general, and 


ſtrong aſſurances of his new maſter's affecti- 
on; for the power and merit of Axalla was 
ſo great, that the tranquillity of the empire in 
ſome meaſure depended upon him: but thele 
L methods 


I 


W 
methods were not in the leaſt neceſſary to 
make this great man do his duty; for all his 
actions were guided by virtue and honour, 
and in this caſe gratitude to his late maſter 
was a ſufficient guaranty for his fidelity. 


It is now time to give an account of 
what paſſed during the emperor's ſickneſs. Ta- 
merlane having ſearched every where for re- 
medies to his diſeaſe, and at laſt finding nature 
was wore out, called to him Seutrochio his eldeſt 
| ſon, to whom, in the preſence of Odmar, and 
all his council, he ran over his life, from the 
time of being made regent of Sachetay ; 
ſaying he had received from the hand of his 
father two able and worthy men, to whom 
he had conſtantly liſtened and truſted, in all 
his affairs: that the hopes every body con- 
_ ceived of his virtue in his youth had called 
him to the Tartar empire ; for having by the 
advice of theſe faithful counſellors undertaken 
a war againſt the Muſcovites, and finiſhed 
it with great honour to Parthia, * the empe- 

ror 


* Nerua adopted Trajan, who proved the moſt ac- 
compliſhed prince in all hiſtory: it was a happineſs 
to be born under his reign, which bleſſed the em- 
pire with more fr Be and true glory than it had 
ever enjoyed before, He _ an admirable ſtateſ- 


man, 
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ror gave him his daughter in marriage, and 
adopted him for his ſon and ſucceſſor; in 
hopes that by his prudence and valour, the 
old prince's grey hairs would be conducted in 
peace to the grave: That the emperor was 
not deceived in his expectation ; for he ho- 
noured him as his prince, and loved him as 
his father ; and behaved with ſo much pru- 
_ dence, that he ſucceeded to the empire without 
the leaſt diſturbance at his death. I will 
& alfo tell you, my ſon, he added, that I not 
% only ſucceeded him in the empire, but in 
<« the love of his ſervants, whom you now 
« ſee about me, and who have faithfully ſerv- 
ed me during the time I have enjoyed it. 
The late emperor only promiſed them a 
reward for their ſervices, but I have had 
the good fortune, in ſome meaſure, to re- 
% ward them. I leave theſe ſervants to you, 


2 


man, and a moſt accompliſhed general; the na- 
tive ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition inclined him to 
univerſal humanity; and his unclouded penetration, 
guided him through the beſt and pureſt tracks of go- 
vernment; he was actuated by a noble foul, to 
whoſe embelliſhment every virtue had contributed: 
his conduct was free from all extremes, and his 
amiable qualities were tempered with that exact pro- 
portion, that the brightneſs of one was never loſt 
in the luſtre of another. Refiec. on the cauſes of the 
8 and decl. of the Romans, trans. from the Fr. 


L 2 © who 


148 The 15 I FE bf. Ar 
© who are worthy to beſo many kings; re- 
«& ſpect them, and reign with them; they will 
conduct thy youth with honour.” Then 
giving his hand to the princes and lords,” he 
preſented them to his ſon, and told him, that 
ia theſe conſiſted: the greatneſs of his empire 
and his own happineſs. After this he pauſed, 
then ſaid, © My ſon, love juſtice, and grant 
<« it impartially to the poor as well as the 
rich; it is your duty: be good and humane 
« to your friends, pardon thoſe that parti- 
„ cularly offend yourſelf, and never under- 
e take any war but in a juſt cauſe.” At this 
time a lord was admitted whom Axalla ſent 
with news of two victories gained over the 
forces of Calepin; and the envoy, after he had 
given an account of the ſucceſs of his arms, 
took the liberty of ſaying, that he hoped his 
majeſty would command the army in perſon 
next ſummer; for the Greek empire would 
be eaſy to conquer. The emperor anſwered, 
He did not doubt of his ſoldiers affection, 
but was called by a greater than himſelf to 
a happier conqueſt." Then taking a ring 
from his thumb, bid this lord give it to 
Axalla, as a mark of his eſteem; and tell this 
general, that for the future he muſt receive his 
or reefs from his 5 ory "ww would reward the 
- officers 
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officers and ſoldiers for the important ſer- 
vices they had done their country. After 
this he called for his youngeſt ſon, and gave 
the two princes his laſt bleſſing and laſt com- 
mands; then ſent them to conſole the em- 
- preſs their mother; and ordered Odmar to take 
particular care to have his youngeſt ſon taught 
to love and reſpect the eldeſt; for on the 
union of the brothers depended the welfare 
of the empire. Night being come, Ta- 
merlane ſlept very quietly, and the next 
morning ſigned a diſpatch for Axalla, with- 
out the leaſt alteration, and immediately af- 
ter turning himſelf, began to ſlumber ; by 
which it ſoon appeared he was departing 
this life, and 8 eufrochio was called to cloſe 
his eyes. 


The young prince was proclaimed empe- 
ror two hours after the deceaſe of his fa- 
ther, and couriers diſpatched into all the 
provinces, to acquaint the governors with the 
death of the emperor, and proclamation of 
his ſon. Seutrochio rewarded the ſervants of 
the late emperor, made a general review of 
the army, harrangued the officers and ſoldi- 


ers, and ordered them their pay; but would 


not do any thing more till he had ſeen 
Aralla, and joined the imperial army. This 
a princo 
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was twenty one years old, handſome, 
and Nod A great deal. of his father's ſweet- 
neſs of temper, which made every one hope, 
that by the advice of the worthy counſellors 
placed about him, he would govern prudent- 
ly. On the other hand it was feared, that the 
young prince Letrochio, who was the mother's 
favourite, would create diviſions in the em- 
pire, as it happened in the time of their 
grandfather, betwixt two brothers, to the 

detriment of the ſtate, which was re- 
ſtored and raiſed to this high pitch of gran- 
deur by the virtue of Tamerlare. 
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AGE 17. line 12, read, that a rebellion, P. 19. I. 12. r. that this 
manner of acting. P. 93. I. 21. for poſt r. port, P. 128. in the 15th 
line of the notes, r. 700 natural to princes, 
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